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WEL: Chief Rules Out Replacing NATO in Bosnia 


AU0205143796 Paris AFP in English 
1408 GMT 2 May % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Brussels, May 2 (AFP) — The 
Western European Union will not replace NATO as the 
leadership of a Bosnia peace force in the event that the 
United States decides to leave before uts European allies, 
the WEU chief said Thursday [2 May]. 


Although the 10-nation WEU is the only exclusively 
European defence club, it is not yet equipped to take 
on a task ‘of this magnitude,” Secretary General Jose 
Cutileiro said. 


He added that European countnes had committed troops 
to the NATO-led Implementation Force (IFOR) in 
Bosma-Herzegovina on the basis that they would pull 
out at the same time as the US. forces. 


If one goes, everyone goes,” he said. 


The United States has insisted that its troops will 
leave Bosma by December 20, a year to the day after 
Operation Jount Endeavour began. 


But some European countries have argued that [FOR 
should be ready to stay on longer if required to guaran- 
tee statlity, leading to speculation that a European-led 
force would be required 


EL: Poll Shows Key Players Split Over Single 
Currency 

MS0205131496 London THE EUROPEAN in English 
2-8 May 9% pi3 


[Exclusive report by Victor Smart on a MORI poll 
conducted for The European: “Monetary Union Splits 
France and Germany| 


|FBIS Transcribed Text] Enthusiasm for the European 
ideal varies widely, with attitudes in France and Ger- 
many towards a single currency diverging particularly 
sharply 


In Britain, opposition to sacnficing the pound has risen 
by three per cent fo $8 per cent. These are among the 
key findings of The European’s latest Mor: opinion poll, 
which charts the shift in views since April 1994 when 
7.400 adults were questioned in 12 European Union 
States 


With the deadline for merging of national currencies 
now little more than 4) months away, suppor in France 
for monetary union remains pretty solid, with two out 
of three people backing the project. Attitudes have 
hardened with the number of those for and against nsing 
while the percentage of don't knows” has shrunk by six 
mer cent 
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But in Germany the new currency. called the cur 
remains unloved, with a three-and-a-hall per cen! swing 
against the idea since 1994. The proportion of those 
uncertain about the merits of the move has clumbed My 
three per cent. 


Worse sull, suppor in Germany tor the once-popular 
concept of a European central bank has Deeu 
crumble, with those in favour down to 43 per cen 
compared with 34 per cent against. The sumber of don’! 
knows has shot up Dy 11 per cent By contrast, the 
number of don’t knows in France on the same guests 
has fallen by a roughly simular figure 


Yet, interestingly, there has been a strong resurgence in 
Germany in suppor for a United States of Europe with 
a federal government. A huge 19 per cent swing takes 
enthusiasm to 41 per cent, although 45 per cent reman 
opposed. 


Among the Germans, suppor for federalism is preates! 
with male voters over $5 years old on high moomes. Irs 
weak among women Setween 18-44 on low-to 
incomes. Support for a European central bank 1s hughes 
among 18 to 34-year-olds, S2 per cent of whom apmiaud 
the ‘dea. Among those over $$ the number ts only 47 per 
cent. Broadly the better-off lend most approval. though 
the top income band :2mains relatively unenthusiasta 
Men are keener than women, reflecting 4 Consistent spin 
in attitudes between the sexes towards the entire process 
of European integration 


iwerape 


Scepucism in the United Kingdom ts on the mse bh 
the past two years opposition to a single Curremy and 
a central bank of Europe has increased The hacking 
for monetary umon is down by cight per cent. whik 
the number of opponents has risen three per cont The 
proportion of “don't knows” has climbed five per con! 


But attitudes in Britain towards the central hank ore 
virtually unchanged. And there has been a Pig pump 
the number supporting a United States of Europe. with « 
federal government. Ten per cent more now support thos 
idea with 11 per cent abandoning ther opposition The 
surge 1s accounted for by the sharp. mse among better 
off Britons in favour of a closer union 


In France opinion of a federal Europe is virtua’ly 
unchanged, with a lead of 14 per cent for those ap Arnis 
Opposition comes from across the age groups wr! 
real enthusiasm coming from the under-2$ ape hracks*s 
The fiercest resistance comes from those 
imcomes but is otherwise spread fairly eventy 


mh very “ 


Support among the Preach comes from the under. 2%s 
with those in the S0-04 Pracket most hostile Income 
does not seem to bring about a consistent mfleence of 
attitudes 
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EU Employers, Unions Differ on Employment 
Initiatives 

BRO20S123196 Antwerp DI 
FINANCIEEL-ECONOMISCHE TUD on Dutch 
30 Apr - 1 May 96 p¥ 


{Arucle signed “PL”: 
Confidence Pact™] 


[FBIS Translated Text) It was impossible to say with 
any certainty on Monday [29 Apr!| whether there ever 
will be a European confidence pact for employment. At 
the round tale conference attended by the European 
social partners at the invitation of the European Com- 
mussion, the trade unsons at sued tor European mitiatives 
while the employers cxupressed a preference for national 
actions. 


Socual Partners in Search of 


The European confidence pact tor employment is an 
idea launched by European Commision President 
Jacques Santer On 41 January be made a call for such 
a pact to be concluded. In so doung be was responding 
 mcreasing concern among pullin opimon at the 
prospect of EMU. Due to high unemployment and the 
budgetary discipline impose] by monctary union, many 
people have the impression that ots an oPstacle to 
any real employment policy. People tec! the chowce os 
hetween jobs and a single currency 


Jacques Santer wants to convince Europe's citizens that 
johs and monctary union go together. Hence his appeal 
tw goveraments and social partners to conclude a con- 
fidence pact for employment. Actions to promote em- 
ployment must restore confidence in a single currency 


Jacques Santer has visited all the EU capitals over recent 
months to discuss his tdca. On Sunday and Monday in 
Brussels he convened all the European social partners 
m order to hear their reactions 


Nobody will he surprised at the tact that the employ- 
ers and trade unions had different priorities. Whereas 
employers sce greater flewhility in the work place as 
a means to boost competitiveness, the trade unions he- 
heve that flexible working hours must he principally 
designed to achieve a better balance hetween work and 
family life 


As regards labor costs, the unions port out that wage 
restraints over previous years have failed to create any 
new jobs, but did help boost company profits The 
companies repeat that they are unalic to take on new 
workers due to the high cost of Labor 


U nsustainable 


After the round tatic, Jacques Santer sad af a press 
conference that all the participants agreed that the status 
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quo was unsusianatic, With 18 mullion uncmploved 
the foundations of the European Union ate hong 
undermuned. “Something must be donc, and abo at 
the European levei, athough Santer acocpted that sovial 
and employment policy must first be implemented at the 
national level 


Europe can, however, provide an added valuc hy 
constructing trans-European actworks. tor which there 
is 4 lack of funds, sumulating research and development 
supporting small businesses, rapidly compicting the 
single market, allocating structural funds to creating 
jos, cnsunng fiscal harmonization, and promoting a 
song trade policy 


it was pointed out to Santer at the press contercnce that 
the German and Belgian employment pacts had aroused 
suspicion rather than confidence among pubic opimor 

The pacts im fact require additional sacntices trom 
workers without any guarantees trom the employers 
The Comission president rephed with a philosopha al 
explanation of the meamng of the term contidence 
which Lasted for several munutes 


Undertakings 


Speaking to DE FINANCTEEL-BCONOMISCHE THD 
Emilo Gabhaghw, general scctetary of the | unopCan 
Trade Union Confederation, expressed disiliusnonment 
over the lack of a major response from the emplovers 

We want to make commitments at the European level 
says Gabaglhw. And also in terms of flewhility. provided 
that this 1s coupled with mamtaming social rights and 
the protection of workers. The employers are not 
however, ready to make a commitment While the 
employers want to see the Labor market function better 
the trade unions want genere! cconom policy to be 
more focused on creating pos 


A spokesman from the European employers organiza. 
ton UNICE [Union of Industries of the European Com 
munity} would simply say that European emplovers are 
more in favor of a national approach But he neverthe 
less described the cachange of oprmons at the round 
table as useful 


The conference did not produce any concrete results 
But this was not the intention. Om § June EU tinance 
and employment ministers will be downg further work on 
the pact. This will then he given more shape at « three 
sided conference of governments and social partners on 
14 and 1S June in Florence. The Buropean Councs! in 
Florence on 21 and 22 June must then officially launch 
the confidence pact Concrete undertakings are to he 
entered into at December's European Council on Dutiin 
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UK: Clarke Argues His Views on European 
Common Currency 

MS0205123696 London "HE DAILY TELEGRAPH 
in English 2 May 9% p 7? 


[Report by Jon Hibbs: “Scepucs Angry at Clarke 
Sympathy for Money Union’! 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Kenneth Clarke angered Tory 
Euro-sceplics yesterday by saying he was sympathetic 
to a single European currency and that there were 
no COnsttuuonal imphcauons if Britain joined 1 this 
oentury 


The Chancellor told MPs that the cconomy was on 
course to meet convergence critena required for oco- 
nomuc and monctary union and ut would be “folly” for 
Britain to rule out joming 


Giving evidence to the Treasury Select Committee in- 
quiry into economuc and Monetary union, he repeatedly 
clashed with Euro-scepuc members, whom he branded 
as tsolatonist 


lam afrad an awful lot of Euro-sceptx arguments 
would detach us from cfifective involvement with the 
powtical, wading and cconomuc policies of the Cont- 
nent, with which our well-heing 1s inextricably bound 
up, a market on which our well-being depends. and eco- 
nomecally with whom we are inevitably getting more 
imegrated, Mr Clarke said 


It may not he wolathonest on rntent, bur ai ss isolationist 
in consequences if we follow the extremist Paths thal are 
advocated in this country. He said he had alway. been 

sympathetic” to economic and monetary union. Britain 
committed itself to this when it joined the Community, 
and reaffirmed that aim when sctting up the single 
market in 1986 


The central puadgment 1s whether member states benefit 

from a common monctary policy. I can conceive of 
circumstances where that would be of benefit to the 
UK. he sand 


A decision on whether to go ahead with a single cur- 
rency would he taken by European heads of Government 
in the spring of 1998 based on next year's performance 
of the economies 


The Chancellor described himself as a “hawk” in 
secking to ensure that the British cconomy met the 
convergence criteria for a single currency in time, 
although his policies were those requires for a sound 
economy anyway 


Britain had already met targets on inflation and national 
dem. he said, and he was prepared to take further tough 
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acuon to bring down Government borrowing as well to 
mect the third cruicnon 


It was too carly to say whether the Euro would 
be launched on ume, but he made clea thal the 
Government would continue to take part im the technical 


preparations, to keep P-tain’s options open 


He rejected as premature any aliempt to introduce an 
exchange rate mechanism for those Countries outside a 
single currency, which was foreshadowed at the Verona 
mecting of finance ministers. 


1 came back from Verona determined that British 
polincal debate should be conducted on the basis that 11 
1s the intenuon of others there should be cconomuc and 
monetary union in 1999, 2000 or 2001. It 1s folly for us 
to assume that it 1s not. sand Mr Clarke 


The Chancellor was described as “intellectually dishon- 
est’ by Nick Budgen (Conservative, Woiverhampton 
South West). 


However, Mr Clarke sand: The theory that EMU 
inevitably leads to some superstate ts a myth 


There was effectively cconomuc union in the last rentury 
when Europe was on the gold standard, and also 
hetween Britain and Ireland for SO years carlicr this 
century, when Dublin pursued a hostile foreign policy 
Yet nesther posed any threat to British sovereignty 


Barry Legg (Conservative, Milton Keynes) said the 
Chancellor's clam contradicted John Major, who had 
told the Commons last year that a single currency did 
have constitutional implications. 


Mr Clarke shrugged off suggestions of a split at the top 
level, saying there was simply a misunderstanding over 
terms. 


“All decisions have an effect on sovereignty. | find the 
debate particularly bewildering. he said 


“In the modern world, all nations pool them sovereignty 
No nation is a political island. 


There was a pooling of sovereignty when we joined 
Nato — a huge pooling — and when we joned the 
UN signed the Treaty of Rome, and signed the Single 
European Act 


Far less is involved im a single currency. I do not 
think economic and Monctary union ts any threat to the 
continued existence of the nation state 
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UK: Rifkind Calls for End to Anti-EL Xenophobia 
in Britain 

MS$0205123196 London THE TIMES in English 

i May 9% p2 


[Report by Jill Sherman: “Ministers Defy “Xenophoma’™ 
To Detend Europe” | 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Malcolm Rifland tned to calm 


Tory dissent over Europe yesterday as he slapped 
down Euro-scepucs and demanded an end to “childish 


xenophoma . 


In a speech calling for a flexible Europe, the Foreign 
Se.telary agued against adopung an extreme position 
for of against the European Union, and said it was not 
an opuon to maintain the benefits of the single market 
without EU membership 


In an attempt to reassure both wings of the Tory party. 
he insisted that Britain would not become part of a 
federal supranational state. He told the European Policy 
Forum that the answer tay in greater flewhility and 
diversity to ‘give equal weight to the national interests 
of cach country’. 


The Caninet’s fightback against the Euro-scepucs was 
jomned last might by Kenneth Clarke, who mounted 
an aggressive defence of the single currency. He told 
the Commons Treasury Select Commutice that extreme 
arguments of the Tory Right over Europe would damage 
Britain's cconomuc future. 

Mr Clarke stuck to the party line of leaving open a 
decision on whether to jon a single currency until 
a later date. He provoked protests from Eurosceptics 
by emphasising the potentual advantages of monetary 


union 


Mr Clarke rejected claims by Nicholas Budgen that pro- 
single currency remarks could damage the long-term 
relauonships with France and Germany. by giving the 
impression that Britain could youn despite the opposition 
of Mps [members of parliament). 


Mr Rifland insisted that it was the Government's 
view that the European Union should not he just a 
single monolithic Mock with all integrating to the same 
extent’. He argued that a diverse Europe had already 
emerged and would develop with monetary umon. If 
some countnes went ahead with a single currency in 
1999. most of the 1S members probably would not. 


His speech was designed to defuse the row which has 
enveloped the Tory party after the threat by Sir James 
Goldsmith's Referendum Party. But Mr Rifkind made 
clear that some of his colleagues at Westminster had 
gone too far m thei criticism of Britain's European 
partners. Tt ts unnecessary as well as foolish to talk 
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of some romanticised alternative tor Britam outside the 
European Union, he sad 


Britain's first priornty was a rclaxcd pwinersiup of 
nauions, he said. “That is what wil! eventually preva! 


as Europe, with a high degree of cultural and polmical 
diversity, will not he comfortable with anything cise 


“There is no place for the whiff of childish venophoma 
one sometimes hears in speeches and reais in head 
lines.” 


UK: Major Demands IRA Cease-Fire Before Taths 


LDO208195696 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1529 GMT 2 May % 


[By Trevor Mason, Parhamentary Chic! Reporter! 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) All-party talks to try to Pring a 
lasting peace to Northern Ircland will go ahead whether 
or not the IRA declare another ceasefire. the Pome 
Minister insisted today. Mr Major again warned « 
Commons question time that Sinn Fein could only ploy 
a part in the talks planned for June 10) if there was 
an “uneguivocal IRA ceasefire He sand There 
absolutely no credible reason whatsoever for the IRA 
not to stop their violence immediaicly 


“Whether there is a ceasefire or not the talks will po 
ahead.” 


If there was “no creditic, clear cut and certaim ccusctire 
then Sinn Fein in no sense can clarm to he a demoacratx 
party and they will not be there 


Matthew Carrington (C Fulham) saul the people of 
Northern Ireland would soon be able to dace then 
future by “peaceful and democrat means by taking 
part in the clections paving the way for all-patty talks 
“The t ac has come for the IRA to stop trying to coerce 
and Diackmail the people of Northern Ireland and to 
abandon terrorism. 


Mr Major said: “There is absolutely no crediMe reason 
whatsoever for the IRA not to stop ther violence 


immediately. 


“All-party negotiations will be senous and wil! start on 
June 10. 


“Sinn Fein can play a part in those if there is an unegury- 
ocal IRA ceasefire. In that case they find themecives on 
the same position as other political parties 


“The chowe is for them to make They #)/!! pain 
nothing Py waiting, still less by more violence wha h 
can only call further into question their readiness to 
ado peaceful methods 
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“But whether there 1s a ceasefire of not the talks will go 
ahead 


Roy Beggs (UUP Anowim E) asked if Mr Major agreed 
with those who said that if Sinn Fein did not aticnd 
the talks, they would be a waste of ume. Can you 
confirm the of democratic partes in the 
forthcoming talks will have influence” 


Mr Major said: “I can certainly give you thal assurance 
What we need to see im the forthcoming talks 1s the 
democralic parties mecung. talking and secking to reach 
a positon that will enable there to be agreement in 
Northern Ireland. 


“But | emphasise the pout it 1s for the democratic parties 
and if there is no credibic, clear cut and certain ceasctire 
then Sinn Fein in no sense can claim to be a democratic 
party and they wil! not be there.” 


Easher at question ume, Democratic Unionist Party 
Leader the Rev lan Pasicy asked the Government 
to confirm the IRA was “still traming, still making 
weapons, still attacking people by letter and mumida- 
von”. 


Northern Ircland Minister of State Su John Wheeler 
replied: “Unhappily it is the case that the targeting, the 
training and the other criminal activities are stil goung 
on 


Shadow Northern Ircland secretary Marjone Mowlam 
said arms decommissioning had to be the first issuc to 
be addressed by the all-party negotiators on June 10 


Sit John replied the Government believed in the six 
principles laid down by the Mitchel! commission which 
looked into the conditions for all-party talks 


He agreed: “The first item on the agenda must be 
decommissioning © 


Former policeman John Greenway (C Ryedale) sad 
last week's attempt to blow up London's Hammersmith 
Bridge was i: “chilling reminder of the terrorist capa- 
bilities of the IRA. 


He said Britain needed to demand the decommissioning 
of weapons and the standing down and dismantling of 
the terrorist structure itself 


“There can be no place for those who possess stockpiles 
of Semtex of weapons of who engage in racketeering 
of punishment attacks — 

Sit John said si terrorist bomPhs had heen found or had 
detonated in London alone since February 9 


He added there were 98 so-called punnhment beatings 
in Northern Ireland since the start of this year to Apr! 
21 — double the number over "he same period last vear 
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UK: Sinn Fein Announces( andidates for Elections 
MS02081225% Unternet) Sonn Fen WWW on Enelich 
1 May 


{Sian Fem press release: Mitchell McLaughlin Puts 
Forward All- Ircland List | 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Semor Sinn Fem members 
from the Republic will be included im the party's panc! 
of candsdates contesung the May %0 clection in Northern 
Ircland 


In the legislation for this election there 1s no resadentual 
disqualification for candidates who in previous cle tions 
had to have an interest in the constitucncy to stand 


Those standing in the north from the Repubix will 
include Sinn Fein Vice-President Pat Doherty and 
General Secretary Luciitta Breathnach 


Yesterday Mitchel McLaughlin said that Sinn Fein was 
an all- Ireland party. secking an all-Ircland scttiement 


In our negouatons with the British government we 
have always included members of the party leadership 
trom the 26 counties 


And in any future ncgotiabons i 1s our firm intention 
to maintain that balance within the party's negotiating 
team. Under the slogan “Vote for Peace’ we will 
therefore be including semor party members trom the 
26 counties for the May 40 election.” Mr McLaughlin 
sand 


He added that the election campaign would see Sinn 
Fein's peace agenda set firmly against the British 
strategy of undermiming the search for peace and the 
umontst agenda of dommation and partition 


We will give Insh nationalists and republicans the 
opportumity fo assert insh democratic nghts while 
reyecting the umonist Stormont assembly and partition 


Also we will defy the British government's arrogant 
assumption that it can dictate to the Insh people who 
they can of cannot clect and we will demand the political 
and constitutional changes pecessary for a just and 
lasting peace, he sad 


Meanwtulc, Sinn Fein has confirmed that party prew 
dent Gerry Adams and ard<homhaile member Martin 
McGuinness will he included on the pane! of candidates 
contesting the clection 
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UK: Ulster White Paper Described as ‘| imited” 
M30205123496 Belfast THE IRISH NEWS in English 
2 May % p 


[Report by Brendan Anderson: SDLP Slates Poloe 
Paper as “Limsted””) 


[FPBIS Transcribed Text} The long~delayod Brush gov- 
croment white paper on the future role of the RUC 
{Royal Ulster Constabulary] was “a limeted contribe- 
ton” to the polscing debate, the SDLP [Social Demo- 
crate Labour Party} sad last night. 


Paty spokesman councillor Alex Attwood sand his 


party's reachon to the document puliished yesterday 
would he one of caution 


And Jonathan Stephenson. SDLP charrmai, sad: Sa 
John Wheeler's arrogant dismussal of saucnalist con- 
cerns about the polscing issuc is typically unhelpful to 
& reasoned dehate. 


‘A pole service with which we can all wientify and 
which all can wholcheaticdly suppor can only the 
achieved in  Jontext of the political settlement which 
the SDLP will be sccking to negotiate of June 10 
Nothing mm this white paper alters this reality, be sad 


There were no shocks in the paper which avonded the 
controversial weues of the RUC's name. emhems and 
uniform. 


And while « was received coolly Py nationalists, 
was warmly welcomed by the Northern Ircland Pole 


Authority 


The 44-page document contains proposals for mod- 
ernising legislavon dating from the 1960s. 


If the new legislavon ts enacted — and it 1s Py no means 
certain to hecome law in the lifetime of the present 
parhament — responsitulity for the RUC's 163.00 
millon pound budget would pass from the authority to 
the chief comstaMe 


Under the new proposals, the secretary of state would 
retam overall responsitlity for security and decide how 
much money would he provided for policing 


The chief constable, who will probaly work on a four 
of five- year contract, will direct and control the polwe 


The authority will he responsible for ensuring that the 
views of the putac are properly represented in the police 
planning prowess 


h will also hold the chief constaMe to account for 
securing an efficsent and effective poloe service 


The white paper also offers proposals which would 
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— strengthen the relatonship hetwoen the RUC's chict 
constaic, the Northern Irciand police authority and the 
secretary of static. 


— clanity lines of accountahilay- 


— provide necchanisms for greater Community involve- 
men in polamg 


— ensure the wmpatualty of the RUC by protecting 
operabonal independence 


In addi, any agreement on pohciung reached im the 
forthcom*g all-party talks would fe reflected im the 
hsal legis! aan 


The paper also plans to climunate overlapping and 
duphcaben o} admumstrauve tasks carmed out Py the 
RUC and the pole authority. Under a new, streambhned 
authority, tt 1s posse that pom may be lost 


SDLP councilor Alex Attwood warned there was a dan- 
pct of the whete paper pre-cmpung the full and genuine 
polcmg dehate and pre-determining the oulcome of thal 
serate 


Making decisions about policing im the atecnce of 
politacal agreement is the wrong approach to adopt 
hecause tt ts only wrth polrtical agreement that policing 


agreement can fully ative 


The range of tesues addressed by the paper are far from 
the full range of tesues that need to he addressed if the 
policing issue ts to he resolved. It is a contriPutien, but 
it is Cot a Oefinete one, 1 is an catremely emitted onc 


Mr Attwood sad the mee of the RUC's name. em- 
hiems ard umform — descrited yesterday Py Security 
Minister Sor John Wheeler a relevant to eftactive 
poling — Was fot a Priority hul was important . and 
could fest Re addressed dunnag political talks 


Polwe Authority charman Pat Armstrong welcomed 
the proposals as a first step towards reform of the 
relauonstip Hetween the authority. the government and 
the cleet comstaMc 


Mr Armstrong sand the authority had heen discussing 
the teview of the tri-partite relavonstap eith the gov. 
crament fe two veats 


We have heen supportive of the need for change 
for some tome ul were concerned af aspects of the 
goverament » carher thenking 


However. on the face of i. & would seem that many 
of the authority s veews on etrengthenmg the role of the 
pole authority and enhancing the accountatulity of the 
RUC have heen accepted 
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Sinn Fem pustece spokesman Barry McEldult described 
the whste paper as a total farce whach avoeds rcalenes 
and “does nowhing to progress the polcomg dchate 


“The RUC must go and be replaced wah a umparual 
and accountatic poling service acceptadic to all the 
community. he sad 


Mr McEiduff sasd the document showed no acw think- 
ing on the future role of the RUC. mercly indicating 
thal the government inicnds to «suppor and dcicnd the 
force's curstence for the foresecac future 


Such tuniong ts unimaginative and flocs im the face 
of what 1s tequired mm the current climate of trying to 
rohurld the peace process, rchurld trust and recomcila- 
won, he saad 


UK: Mr er Admits Council Blection Returns 
*Dixsap, ctnting’ 

LDOISO9ERS London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
mtnglish 1015 GMI i Ma &% 


[By Gavin Cordon, potiical correspondent! 


(PSIS Tramscrifed Text! A defiant John Major declared 
taday he would go on to win the next General lection 
despite last night's beavy lowes om the lacal cowncr! 
clecboms 


The Prume Minister admitted the results 


whah saw 





—wwrethas SON) Conscrvative stats wiped 





ul in hewn 


> 
were Jhappounting 


and shure halls across England 


In a Matement meued hy Conservative Comal Office, he 
Named the party's poor showing on the fact that many 
Tory supporters did not turn out to vote and he sand they 
would now have to convince them to turn out for the 
General Election 


it ts Gisappomting that many of our supporters didn't 
vow last mgt. We low micny gow! Conservative 
counoiogs eto have served ther Communities well 


he sand 

Now we have got to work that moch harder to make 
eure voters fealme what is a stake 

The Prome Minister, in his first response to the poll 


results, comtenued. “The iseucs are very wemple We are 
making poeoqve Netter off and Labour would make them 
worse off We hke Great Brean as ts Labour wants 
to break ft ap. We well fight Britam + corner ns Eorope 
Labour will aot 


You only have to look at the coonome: statistics to we 
that cur polices ae working And over the neu few 
months Labour will he forced te reveal bow they wl! 
pay for thew potwres 


UNITED KINGDOM 


And whes the voters compare them pelacocs Ww ours 
we'll won the neat General Election 


UK: Tories Hopeful Despite Local Election Lowes 
LD 208083796 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
miEnelish 0444 GMT 3? May % 


[By Phul Murphy, Polucal Edncr, and Saah Womack 
Pohncal Correspondent} 


|FBIS Transcribed Text] Johan Major will taday “come 
oul fighteng as he tds to work a second comccutve 
pencral clecuon muracie in spite of the Tones aca 
record lacal Cowncd bosses last night 


With a maximum of cnly 12 months fefore that clecton 
the Prime Minister has a mountain to climb 


But he appears to be secure the head of an party 
even though the Tones | + i ower SOD seats om 
England's town halls 


A scmor Conservative spokesman sad He  verTy 
feubemt and he m= pong to he comung oul fighting 
tiabay 


Labour clamed the voting figures amounted ' the 
Tones’ second worst local election performance evr 
and a BBC analysis of the paticrn of voting suggested 
that, of repeated in a pencral clection, 6 Gin! hand 
Mr Blaw’s party 4 massive 147-scat maprds © the 
Commons 


The Labour leader will not he capecting fe 4! | 
27% Preakdown of the vote between his party os. ‘he 
Tones to he repeated at the general clection, Put be cite 
allow hemseclt some unchecked delight at a spectacular 
result 


Sucoess was all the sweeter for Labour given that 
came mm some key tage! arcas 


Most gratifying of all wa victory in Bashdon 
the town which, thoughout the 1980. represented the 
prolitg al capital of Thatchermm 


Necding sia gam, Labour did more than cnough and 
it also succeeded mn chachmng control of Tory charman 
Bran Mawtinncy s local council of Peterborough 


Labour gamed control of ancther agit Councils while 
the Literal Democrats took control of sa — mcloding 
Tory heartland Tunhndge Wells 


But Conservative fears that the only four cowncrls they 
controtied Nefore the polls opened yesterday could all 
hw lost did not materiale 


Runnyraede on leafy Surrey was lost — though the To 
res May he ac to seruggie on with the mayor + « asteng 
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vote — but Broxbourne in Hertfordshere, Macclesfield 
and Mr Major's own council, Huntiagdonsiurc. al! re- 
maned under Tory control 


Semor Tory managers sad al] dows shout Mr Major 
leading the Tones into the next siccton should now be 
squashed 


We we cottanly not in leadershap (clection) termiory 
ome source Commented 


Mr Bla sad: “One year before the last penecral clochon 
Labour and the Tones were neck-and-occk Tomgit 
Labour ts 17% im from. That ts a Prilliam result for 
Labour and a disaster for the Tones 


Literal Democrat leader Paddy Ashdown sad “Tha 
a very goad might for us and disastrous for the Tones 
This ss our sixth year of gains and one mm fou people 
actos the Country have Packed the Literal Democrats 
toxhay 


We have won tonight im the seals we cupect to win on 
the general clecuon 


Deputy Prone Momster Michacl Hesclune clamed to 
have detected signs of improvement on which to huild 
and predicted a Tory general clection victory 


And Dr Mawtinncy claimed that Labour peaked too 
soon” and had nowhere to go bul down 


But the wmternal analysis within the Tory party had 
hegun even Nefore tee clock struck modnight yesterday. 
with Last year's leaderstup contender John Redwood first 
to offer tus verdict 


The patty needed to ‘losten and learn from its losses, 
he sad 


We need © accelerate progress, there ts 4 political 
recovery under way compared with last year and that’s 
very welcome. | hope that all of the party will lites 
very carefully to the clectorate 


“They were certainly telling me they want the Govern. 


ment to make more raped progress in Law and order and | 
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they would hke the Government to be firmer on the Eu- 
TOPcaN issUuCs 


“A let of people ae very disturted Dy the umpact 
European policies are now having on our beef industry 
and our fistung industry and they are sll wormed abou! 
health 


Tory hackhencher Quentin Daves, MP tor Stamford and 


Spalding. agreed the party must insten to the peapic who 
had voacd woth thew fect 


it os owrously a very Pad result wm aolute terms. he 
saad 


Clearly the clectorate we trymg to send us 4 message 
and | thenk a degree of humulity 6 appropriate im these 
<Woumselanccs , 


For Labour, shadow envionment secretary F-ank Dob- 
son derided Tory clams that the results stowed ther 
clectoral tide turning 


What you ve got to remember is last year's results for 
the Tones were appalling — they were the cquivaicnt 
of Prank Bruno's performance against Mike Tyson — 
so 1° the Tones ate saying we will have another go at 
Mike Tyson and last about 4 mrnute-and-a- half longer 
that 1s the reasonaMe comparison 


Labour gained control of 10 district councils: Basiidon 
Cambndge, Cherwell, Hertsmere, North Merifordsture, 
(Mdham, Peterborough. Rochdale, Trafford and Wyre 
Fiwest 


The Literal Democrats took control mm Hastings, Tun- 
bridge Wells, West Lindsey, Woking and Wokingham 


The Opposition was also crowing at the removal of all 
Tory councilors from a string of important councils 
ranging from Weymouth to Wigan and from Oldham to 
(ntord 
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ireland Bruten on | ter Peace Process 


MVD INO Dahle THE IRISH TIMES on Enelish 
VW yl r . 
} ext speech Py Insh Pome Monster Joho Bruton 


he Fongal 1CTL Cecter for the Unemployad on 
Vas True ‘cu . » lniernct 


PRIS Tramscritet Teal]. was very happy to acocpt 
the unvet from the Fingal 1CTU Centre tor the 
moc the signatures of over 410) 


pow he Finglas aca who have sagned on tor peace 
| commend the way mm whech the centre responded | 
whe | undersiand was 4 COMSAM sifcam of fogucsts 


hearty men and women wrth ehom i is in 
Comiact for some krnd of Campaign to Gemonstraic thew 
supmrt for neace throughout Ireland and thew demand 
ho a testoratpon of the IRA cease-fire 


In thes respect. people here mm Finglas form pat of 
s huge weve of concern and determunatiion aross the 
som as we saw 1m the massive puPicc Gemonstrations 
i ieac, ! wing Uw cnding of the ccase-fire 


T? scvenng i want 


address myself to the repuPhcan 


vement to put to them why the cease-fire must fhe 
restored. | also want to underlie the opportunity that 
* ctnmts om the all-parly aegotratooms, to tackle m a 


fundamental and constructive way the caases of conflict 
© rclend, and to Pring about suPstantal and significant 
change Aod | want to st out some of the key clements 
n the Ineh Government's approach to the talks and 
structive and creative sprit on all 
“ues as he's ‘’ Jepotlabonms, how less than si8 
| me underline thal there 1s n° profiem 


rw : , _ 
'. e 4 


f issue sheoch the Goverament accords a higher 
proorty tht resolving tne conflict ceatred in and 
gound Northera Ireland Wath my Cabinet colicagues 


| am fespomerMc for the good government of the 
for effectively tackling such profiems as 
sempioyment But, | cad my colleagues also recognise 

f respomwPilites towards the Insh pation that extends 
Nevond this State. hoth towards Northern nationalists 
who would seek to secure ew sdentity within an Irish 
Stace afd umonrsts who prefer to cupress the Inshacss 
eiten a Browsh framework 


oc Thal the N\ wihern conflict m One « | long 
standing with roots which run deep mm the history of thes 


slat 

At the core of the promiem is the divisson which cunts 
Netwocen People of two distinct tradmtons in Northern 
ireland Theses division owes rts origins to the wider 
‘ csold Brust Trish relanonshep 
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. 
The fact that thes wader relatomstap has matur 

veloped cul Of all ToCOgae Over ie vests. | 

im More fecem years. provides growPp’s | ~ 

thal the lam fcmmantis Of the Ndct divin a? 

im fact define the Northern propicn ca and will t 

removed. And. the tact Gist Uc scods of the ore Bt] 

houlties lee, as I say. on older and woder divissom @! 

have long sence heen Nridged Netwcen the Lone A 

dom and the Insh Siatc, clealy 7 uv 

nocd now for the two governmect withing loge 

to take the lead in assisting and pusding the parics & 

remain divided to a ace and homouraMc way 

thew lives on this mland 

Without clea and firm guindame and com c 

Goverament icvei there 1s 90 real prospect of resol ; 
the proMem 


Nohwy who has taken the tome to thenk af 


Northern gucstion ever thoug?! 1 was porns < ’ 
© fcach an henouwraic acoruwteadatoon acetal 
r\ w sides 


Along the way there have heen Majd scp im thx 
dwection. There have alse heen scthacks The cessat 
of violence in August and Scptcmher 

a cYitically wmportant step forward. the ending 

IRA cessation on Sth February the veer a foal wthack 
But the Goveramer' Sospute thes scthack femaincd 
remains resolute in ts determination to produce a lasting 
sctiiement and remains assured mm its Convection tt 
a sctiicment is ivicrally withers reach 


: WS fc 


-<« 


That settlement <an only be brought about throug? 
imtlusive all- party negotiations 


There is no need, af this stage. ' Hime the origins a 
history of the decommissionmng dehatc 


What is important is that the Government wa deter 
mined that a precondition of prom decommess 

of arms would not Mh allowed | 
progress towa ds full and meaningful negotiations Be 
cause Northern Ircland was. and remains tts number 
one prority, the Government managed to toah » 
cTuctally tmportant agreements with the Brush gos 
cramem, specifically, the laumhing of the twin. tract 
process and the estahiishiment of the International Beals 
under the Chairmanshup of George Motch« 


Mand in the Way 


The International Badly went on ts 
cutremely well-Palanced report which actually prownde 
us with the @ay out of the decommissioning impas~ 


‘iw vac avis. af 


But then, on Sth Pehruary of thes vear. the Gover 
found itself confrom'ed with tts greatest . hal lenge 
h terms of sustammeng and advatming the Pome pris 
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The ending of the IRA cease-fire on that date, marked 
by senseless ard profoundly immoral killings, created a 
deep and widespread sense of shock and disbelief not 
only here but internationally. 


But stuli the Government remained determined to press 
forward with the peace strategy. Immediately following 
the renewed outbreak of violence we set about the 
extremely difficult task of getting the process back on 
wack. 


Following an intensive round of contacts with the 
Briush government — the Governmeni produced a 
fixed date for the commencement of all-party talks, 
thereby plugging the “gap” which I ve mentioned earlier 
and mecting a long-standing demand of many parties, 
including Sinn Fein. 


The talks will now begin on 10th June. There is no 
doubt on this score. More recently the Government also, 
agreed with the Briush government, the “Ground Rules 
for substantive all-pasty negotiations’. 


Let us emphasise the ways in which the Ground Rules 
paper addresses concerns on the negotiavons proceeding 
to a real and successful outcome. 


First, like the 28th February communique before it, it 
makes clear that the negotiations are to address, in a 
full and comprehensive fashion, all the relevant issues 
and relauonships and to do so within a three- stranded 
process, where Swand Two will cover relationships 
within the island of Ireland. 


This communique is catirely consistent with the all- 
party approach in the Forum for Peace and Reconcil- 
iation. The final paper of the Drafung Committee of the 
Forum, recognising the need for new political arrange- 
ments to enjoy widespread suppor from within both 
traditions, declared that there can be no exclusively in- 
ternal Northern Ireland settlement. That is the position 
of the Government and is the democratic consensus of 
all the parties that participated in the forum. And now 
the arrangements for the negotations will also ensure 
that there cannot be any narrow focus on an internal 
settiement in the talks. 


Second, the Ground Rules paper states explicitly that 
the comprehensive agenda for the negotiations, to be 
adopted at the opening session, will include all the 
significant items which the various negotiating teams 
consider relevant. It makes absolutely clear: 


— that cach participant in cach of the three strands will 
he free to raise any aspect of the relevant relationship 
including constitutional issues and other matters which 
it considers relevant, 


FBIS-W EU -96-087 
3 May 1996 


— thal no outcome 1s cither predetermined of excluded 
in advance, and; 


—- thal parucipation in the negotiations 1s without presu- 
dice to any participant's commitment to the achievement 
of its own preferred opuions — by exclusively peacetul! 
and democratic means, of Course 


| believe that in securing such detailed and open pro- 
visions the Government have given very clea evidence 
of our good tath when we say thal we want to sce all! 
partes involved :n the negotiabons. These provisions 
mean that whatever scnous issucs paruicipants want to 
put on the agenda — whether ut is the DUP [Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party], Sinn Fein, the Alliance Party or 
anybody clse — will be on the table tor discussion 


Third — Paragraph $ of the Ground Rules paper uses the 
words “so as to ensure that all issues will be addressed 
in a coherent and efficient manner im referring to 
the structure of the ncgotiauons. Unlike in 1991-92, 
negotiations in al! three strancs can and will open on 
the same day and go forward in parallel and we have 
ensured that other features which led to Mockages and 
delays in 1991-92 will not operate on this occasion. The 
Ground Rules paper also says that both governments 
are determined thal the structure and process of the 
negouations will be used in the most constructive 
manner possible: and commuts both Governments to 
use their influence in the appropriate strands to ensure 
that all agenda stems arc fully addressed and that any 
obstacies that may arise are overcome. In addition, the 
principle that noUung will be finally agreed in any strand 
until everything 1s agreed in the negotiations as a whole 
ensures that there can be no overlooking or steamrolling 
of the concerns of any significant grouping 


Fourth — The Ground Rules paper says, plainly. that 
“the conduct of the negotiations will be exclusively 
a matier for those involved im the negotiations . Any 
reference from the latter to the forum of any interaction 
of any kind with 1 may, under the rules. take place only 
if the negotiating teams agree and formally instigate 
such interaction. Under the rules, there 1s no requirement 
for the negotiators to report to the forum of te verify 
or validate any contingent agreements with the forum 
The negotiators are left completely independent and in 
charge of the process. This ts underlined by the fact that 
the first meeting of the forum wall follow, not precede, 
the opening session of the negotiations 


Concern was also expressed that the forum could 
constitute the emPryo of a re- estaPiished Stormont of 
set a course on the road hack to Stormont. It these 
concerns were that a purcly internal administration 
involving the domunation of one side by the other. and 
characterised by an caclusive concentration of power 
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and by discrimination would be agreed. there never was, 
and never can he aay quesuon of an agreement bDeing 
reached that would incorporate such an outcome. No 
nalionalist party would stand for u. And certainly no 
insh Government could or would. Moreover, to give 
credit where it 1s dee, all the unionist parues have made 
clear — | beheve sincerely — thew acceptance thal 
there can he no return to an old-style Stormont regime 
And to my knowledge, 1 forms no part of the British 
government s intentions 


In any case, under the Britush legislation now enacted 
it us Clear that the forum in Northern Ireland 1s strictly 
ume-limuted and will not, in parucular, conunue beyond 
the duration of the negoualions. 


Apart from the forum, the holding of an clecuecn in 
Northern Ireland. as a prelude to talks, has been contro- 
versial. Substantial arguments were advanced against 11. 
including the msk of closed rather than open manifestos 
and the msk of polansalion of opimon dunng the cam- 
paign. However this mechanism is now being used as 
an entry to all-party negotiations, and | believe that the 
nalonalist parties are to be saluted for thew decision to 
take part in tus catry mechanism for the negotiations, 
given thew strong reservation abut whal was, after all, 
a unionist proposal 


We want to ensure thal revocable momentum will 
be built up and sustained in the negotiabons, so that 
they can develop a positive internal dynamic of their 
own towards agreement and lasting peace, as happened 
in South Africa. In that context, « may be desirabic 
to seek agreement on an indicative time frame which, 
without sccking unduly to pressumse any parucipant, so 
as to help ensure that momentum and dynamic. The 
Britssh legislation allows a penod of a year, with the 
option of a second year. This may be prudent. given 
the extent of the differences between the partes but | 
heleve that we should aim for something a good deal 
more concentrated than that. it is interesting, in that 
conmection, that a paper from the Ulster Unionist Party 
in February. 1995S, called for a properly pre-planned. 
intense and time-limited phase of talks. 


The Government are fully committed to the Mitchell 
Principles and to the negotiations Icading to the gun and 
homb being taken out of the equation. These issues will 
have to he satisfactonly addressed at the commencement 
of the negotiations and deal with the satisfacuior of all 
the participants in the process of negotiations. But the 
Government are concerned to ensure that an cxclusive 
focus on this issue does not prevent parallel progress on 
other issues and Mock progress towards the overriding 
goal of a widely-accepted political agreement that wil! 
bring to an end the era of politically motivated violence 
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Yesterday. the Tanaisie [foreign mimster] proposed 
an approach which we Pelieve could help to meet 
both these imperatives. The Government will pursuc 
vigorously with all those involved the vital need to 
ensure the necessary clarity in this gea in order to 
ensure that the acgotuuations develop momentum trom 
the very outset 


Let me come to the Insh Government's approach to 
these negouations. The Ground Rules paper notes that 
the Insh and Britush governments have. in the Joint 
Framework Document, sect out how they see the param- 
clers Of a possidic outcome of the acgotiauons. And, 
certainly as we go into the talks, the Insh Government 
will be basing our position on the Framework Docu- 
ment, and also on the Realines. Pnnciples and Re- 
guirements document very largely agreed by the parbes 
participating im the Forum for Peace and Reconcilia- 
tion. The Government will be anumung to secure, at the 
end of the negotiations, an agreement that will have the 
same international status as the Anglo-Imsh Agreement 
of 1988, and which will sccure the continuing benet- 
cent interest and support of the European Union, the 
United States and other tnends of the Insh and Bntush 


Agreement on an overall settlement will require a 
halanced accommod#ion of the differing views of the 
two mam traditions, which takes full account of the 
conflict of identties and allegiances. Accordingly, there 
is nO guestion of the Government I lead conforming to, 
Of acguicscing im, any unionist agenda of domination 
It is truc that | have often stressed, and | reiterate now, 
thai it 1s absolutely essential that we show openness to 
unionist views and to their legitimate concerns. That 
was very much the position in the forum document I 
mentioned Put it also, of course, strongly emphasised 
the legatumate concerns of nationalists 


Thus, taking our cue from these basic documents the 
am and approach of the Government will be to ensure 
that all concerns and interests of nationalists are fully 
addressed and met within an equitable and balanced 
accommodation Khetween the two mayor tradivons with 
which both can live. The same holds true for unionists 
There must he no question of domination of nationalist 
hy unionists or vice Versa. Rather the new arrangements 
and structures must afford to cach tradition, on the basis 
of equal treatment, secure and satisfactory cupression 
and protection in all spheres of pute life 


Thus, the Government's approach will be that there 
must he substantial and significant change, on the lines 
and mm accordance with, the principles set out in the 
Framework Document, in regard to consututional and 
politcal matters. Here it os worth recalling that, in 
the Framework Document, the Briush government gave 
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commitment that, in the context of an agreement, they 
will enshrine in Brush constitutional legislation the 
new approach to the exercise of them jsurisdiction there, 
either by amendment of the Government of Ireland 
Act 1920, of by us replacement by appropnate sew 
legislanon and appropnmaic new provisions, entrenched 
by agreement. The Framework Document also sets 
out the proposal, adopted by both governments, for a 
North-South body and framework that, in addition to 
serving practucal economuc purposes, would also provide 
a vehicle for acknowledging the respective identives and 
requinements of the two major traditions and express 
and enlarge the mutual acceptance of the validity of 
those tradrions. Here, | am happy to acknowledge the 
recognition some months ago, for the first ume, in an 
Ulster Unionist Party paper, that these were necessary 
and legiumate purposes of North-South arrangements. 


(nher participants in the negouations of whatever tradi- 
tion, will, of course, be free to put forward their own 
views, whether on the pnaciples or on politcal arrange- 
ments and structures. It will be difficult to find a basis 
for agreement but it has, | believe, been accepted on all 
sides that this is what we have to do — work at tt until 
we do find such a basis. 


But in addition to the questions of poliucal structures, 
the Government believe that the talks will have to sen- 
ously deal with the whole agenda of direct concern to 
people at the grassroots, for example in the area of par- 
ity of esteem and equality of treatment. This, of course, 
iS an area in which successive Irish governments have 
constantly put forward proposals and representations to 
the Brtssh government over the last decade or more and 
where we continue to do so, day to day and week by 
week 


Worthwhile advances have been made in such areas 
as strengthening fair employment legislation and results 
are to be seen in narrowing imbalances in employment. 
But it remains essential that in the forthcoming nego- 
uations, the opportunity is taken to review afresh and 
tackle such matters as the continuing senous imbalance 
in the unemployment expenence of the two traditions in 
the North, and indeed, the wider question of equality in 
regard to economic development. The achievement of 
greater and more equally shared prospenty, and the em- 
powerment and inclusion of deprived and marginalised 
communities and groups, are not only vital in them- 
seives Dut also have the capacity to create a more stable 
sacral environment in which new political arrangements 
are more likely to take root and command confidence. 


In the Government's view, these goals should be pursed. 
hoth inside and outside the negotiations. 
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Ensuing parity of esteem in regard to the Insh language. 
Insh culture and Insh identity 1s generally, with Brush 


identity, Cultural traditions and manifestations. 1s an- 
other area the talks must cover. Policing and the ad- 
muinistrauon of justice are two other critical areas. In 
both, a durable settlement requires thal the structures. 
symbolism and practices can command the unequivocal 
Suppor, parucipation and confidence of al! sections of 
the community and i 1s accordingly essenual thal these 
areas be sernously addressed in the negotuuauions 


The protecuon of human mghts is another areca calling 
for attention in the comiext of an agreed political 
setiement. The Forum for Peace and Reconciliation 
has done a lot of useful work on how human nghts 
might best be protected and promoted in circumstances 
of peace and poliucal stability, including on what should 
happen to the panoply of emergency legislation in such 
circumstances 


This could be drawn on as we seck to find the hest 
soluvons in this vital area. 


In the context of the negouations Moving positively 
towards agreement, it will also be essential that they 
focus im af imaginative and constructive way on al! the 
quesuons relating to those who have been impnsoned 
in the context of the conflict. 


It would, of course, be essential that. in parallel, the 
necessary sensitive attention be given to the concerns of 
the vicums of violence, from whatever source. Indeed. 
the talks would have to cover the full gamut of issues 
that would arise — for the paramilitaries, for the security 
forces, for the vicums and for the governments — as 
one moved from a situation in which peace replaced 
paramulitary violence. 


These are some of the major headlines for the issues 
that the Government believe must be dealt with, as part 


of a comprehensive negotiation that omits no significant 
issue affecting the conflict. 


Justice is a vital foundation for peace and the outcome 
of the negotiations must ensure that 1 will be done 
and be seen to be done. The Irish Government wil! 
certainly work acuvely towards this objective Where. 
on individual issues, or on blocks of issues under 
discussion, there is parallelism between the positions we 
take and those of other participants, we wil! he prepared 
to work side by side for the achievement of common 
purposes, subject to adhering to the basic principles 
of consent, non-violence and democracy most recently 
reaffirmed in the document of the forum's Drafting 
Committee. 


1 have talked about the structures and processes for 
the negotiauons and about some of the clements in the 
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substance of the talks. But equally important is the spirit 
in which the parucipants approach the negouations. On 
all sides — the political parties, the insh Government, 
the Brush government - there must be a readiness 
positively to engage. The two governments are central, 
and both have to play a full partnership role. We in 
the irish Government certainly approach the talks in 
that spirit. We will spare no effort to ensure that the 
approach of all the participants, and, of course, of the 
British government is fully up to the challenge that faces 
us all. I recognise that, on the part of Sinn Fein, there 
has been a marked distrust of the Brush government 
which is no doult reciprocal. We all have to work hard 
to build trust, but | believe that the negotiation of, and 
the follow-up to the communique cf 28th February has 
shown thal serious business can and will be done with 
this British government. 


As a result of that follow up, the basis is now in place 
for meaningful negotiations to Commence on 10th June. 
We want no empty chairs there that day — we want 
all the nationalist parues and all the unionist parties. 
We want them all there with the will to make the 
negotiations a success, with a constructive spirit, a 
spirit of reconciliauon, of generosity, of readiness to 
compromise. We have seen some signals of such an 
approach on the part of unionists but we have also seen 
contrary signals. | know that they too, have concerns 
about how far they can trust nationalists, republicans, 
the Irish Government. | acknowledge that we in the 
Government in Dublin and all on the nationalist side 
have much work to do to gain that trust. But | would 
hope that unionists can see the unrivalled opportunity 
that is now there for a historic compromise between 
the two great traditions in Ireland. I hope also that they 
can acknowledge and take encouragement from, the fact 
that nationalist positions now accord full recognition 
and respect to their British allegiance and identity and 
to the need for consent and agreement. 


Finally, | hope that, confident in the strength of their 
community and their position, they can resolve to 
engage seriously with legiumate nationalist concerns 
and nghts. 


For our part. the Government stand ready fully to 
engage with the concerns and rights. For our part, 
the Government stand ready fully to engage with 
the concerns that unionists have. We aim, on an 
even-handed basis, at a new political dispensation that 
is fair to all, that threatens nobody and that fairly 
accommodates the identives and rights of all. 


Republicans, too, face a challenge. In his speech to 
his party's ard fheis [National Conference] just over a 


month ago, Gerry Adams said that real negotiations are 
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the only mechanism for change. We are now, as | have 
demonstrated, facing into real negotuations. We want 
all the relevant parties there. The Sinn Fein president 
referred to the need for republicans to engage im the 
mechanism for change. The republican movement has 
the opportunity, as 1 undoubtedly has the capacity. in 
its political leadership, to pursue its agenda in these 
negouations by peaceful democratic Means 


They should now seize this historic opportunity 


Ireland: Bruton ‘Dismayed’ Over Ahern Comments 
on Ulster 


LD0205204196 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1819 GMT 2 May 9 


[By Chris Parkin] 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text) Insh prime minister John 
Bruton tonight warned that ‘ambiguity on the Northern 
Ireland peace process by opposition leader Bertie Ahern 
could threaten the province's loyalist ceasefire 


His comment followed a recent strongly-worded attack 
on the government's peace bid policy by Fianna Fail 
party boss Mr Ahern that was seen as a breach of the bi- 
paftisan stance on Northern Ireland followed for years 
by political leaders in Dublin. 


Mr Bruton said he had been ‘surprised and dismayed 
at the line adopted dy the opposition chief, adding: “His 
views differ radically from the inclusive and balanced 
approach of previous leaders of his party, who went out 
of their way to reach out to both traditions in Northern 
Ireland. 


“Constructive opposition is always welcome. I do, how- 
ever, regret an ambiguity emerging in recent Fianna Fai! 
thinking, articulated especially by the current ‘eader 


Mr Ahern’s “one-sided analysis” of the Northern Ireland 
problem had already caused problems for Northern Ire- 
land's Progressive Unionist Party loyalist fringe group 
leader David Ervine, who said this week that the loyal- 
ist Ceasefire was under threat 


“This is something that should be noted by Mr Ahern 
because, unlike the IRA, the loyalist organisations have 
kept their ceasefire. 


“If we are to have - and to keep - ceasefires on both 
sides, political leaders here must show concern for the 
views of both sides. 


“Mr Ahern clearly fails to understand that, in view of 
the nature of his criticisms of the Irish government 


Mr Ahern, he alleged, seemed to want the Irish govern- 
ment to reach out only to the nationalist tradition 
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In remarks seen as an indication of straims among senior 
irish politicians over the peace process issuc, the Dublin 
premucr insisted that Mr Ahern was out of touch with 
the “pluralist and tolerant approach” of the majority of 
irish people 


The soluvon this government is secking to the prob- 
lems of Northern Ireland ts consistent with these values 
Mr Ahern’s approach in some of his comments, was 
not 


Mr Bruton - in the latest of a senes of daily comments 
on the Ulster peace process - sad people in the Insh 
Republic were “wise cnough to know that no nationalist 
myustice would be solved by aggravating the sicge 
mentality of unsonists 


Ireland: Ahern Defends Comments on Ulster Peace 
Process 


LDOIOS0908% Dublin RTE Radio One Network 
in English O800 GMT 3 May % 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Fianna Fai! leader, Beric 
Ahern, has reyecte’’ the taowcach’s [prime munister] 
criticism of his recent comments on the government's 
handling of the peace process. He accused Mr. Bruton 
of using the North to make a cheap party politcal 
attack on fim. In a strongly-worded speech last night, 
the taoweach condemned Mr. Ahern for what he called 
ambiguity in Fianna Fail’s thinking on the North. Our 
political correspondent Una Clafiey: 
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(Clafiey] The taoweach was responding to Mr. Ahern’s 
speech at Arbour Hill, where the Fianna Fail leader 
said the government lacked political Courage and was 
not up to the task of preserving the peace. He accused 
Berue Ahern of seeming to want to reach out to only 
one tradition in the North. Mr. Ahern’s views are als: 
very much out of touch with the pluralist and tolcrant 
approach of the majorty of our own people, he told 
Fine Gaci supporters. You cannot claim to be pluralist in 
domestic politics while taking an unbalanced approach 
to Northern Ircland as Mr. Ahern is doing, Mr. Bruton 
told his audience. 


He sand it was very wrong of Mr. Ahern to usc 
what he called pejorative phrases like chasing alter 
an unresponsive Umonist leadership in his misguided 
criticisms of the government, and he accused him of 
causing problems for loyalist leaders like David Ervine 


But a Fianna Fail spokesperson said David Ervine had 
also been critical of Tanaiste [Deputy Prime Minister) 
Dick Spring and the taoseach should have discussed 
those remarks with the tanaiste before addressing them 
to Mr. Ahern. It's a pity, he said, the taoneach didn't 
read Mr. Ahern’s Arbour Hill speech im the context 
of other speeches, especially that delivered after the 
breakdown of the cease-fire 
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Germany: Business Said Involved in Libyan 
*Posson-Gas’ Plant 

AUOV208133196 Mam: ZDF Televison Network 
im German 2000 GMT i May 4% 


[Report by Herbert Schacter including statements by 
German Economucs Ministry official Volker Hahn: 
place and dale not given: from the “Kennazeichen D 
program—tecorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text} [Schacter] The plant 1s disguised 
as an imigation proyect in the desert. In reality, however, 
Libya's head of state Muammar al-Qadhdhah wants to 
produce chemical wartare agents im giant drifts. Last 
week, the U.S. Detense Department threatened that 1 
would not accept this weapons factory Peme in the 
hands of the supporter of terrorists, al-Qadhdhah. Ac- 
cording to our information, in Bonn, an interministe- 
nal working group is trying to exert diplomatic influ- 
ence. However, they should rather clarify to what cx- 
tent German companies — knowingly or unknowingly 
~~ helped construct this powon-gas factory 


The Federal Government stl! demes that German firms 
have hroken the embargo. Yet Kennzeichen D has ob- 
tained information that proves the involvement of Ger- 
man companies. As carly as in 1991, a ZDF correspon- 
dent was the first pournalist to mention the al-Rabitah li 
plant 


Resticssnacss prevails behind the scenes in Bonn, partic- 
ularly at the Economics Ministry. The reason are plans 
by Libyan dictator al-Qadhdhah for a chemical weapons 
factory, in which quite a lot of German firms are in- 
volved. Is ut truce that they did not have a clue what they 
were doing ’ 


At the Libyan Embassy in Bonn, accomplices were 
hired for al-Qadhdhafi's poison gas factory. Secret 
service agents, disguised as the managers of Libyan 
Governament-owned firms, wooed German entrepre- 
neurs. The Economucs Ministry was tacing a difficult 
job. It warned against dumous orders from the land in 
the desert 


|[Haha| We are very worned about the progress that 
Libya has achieved mm the construction of the porson- 
gas praduction plant. In wew of the possibility that 
the tunnel system mught now be complete and that a 
completely new production plant might exist in one or 
two years — nobody knows cuactly it 1s high ume 


[Schacter] to prevent the worst from happening. Ac- 
cording to the findings of Western intelligence services, 
al-Qadhdhah is also trying to Puild a mussile program 
tor his chermecal and Mological weapons, with which he 
might one day Mackmail of at least exert pressure on 
the Wes 


GERMANY 1s 


Let us recall a few facts: Al-Ratitah | burned down in 
1991 under mystenous circumstances. Al-Rabutah Hl 1s 
now heing built near Tarhuna, 6S-km southeast of the 
capital Tnpol in a closely guarded tunnel system, which 
can be compared with a prototype of German tunncls 
for suburban fast trains. Showing drawings of the Al- 
Rabitah Il tunnels, ZDF reported for the first ume five 
years ago on the chemical weapons factory m which 
components were also supphed by German firms T 
disguise the project. a gigantic imgation plant tor the 
desert was built nearby. Onginal pactures of Al-Ratitah 
Il do not ext 


Rocks consisung of calcareous sandstone ae typwal 
of northern Africa. This ts what the mountams im the 
military protuited zone near Tarhuna. where the Al- 
Rabitah I] bunker system 1s hidden, also look like. The 
new and modified layout map came inte the hands of 
Kennzexhen D trom foreign sources. ft is based on 
satelite photographs and cyewrtness reports. The three 
tunnels, which are liked wiih cach other. are cach |S} 
meters long, |l-meters wide, and 6-mecters high The 
approach roads to the tunncls are well disguised and 
suitable for heavy trucks. It is a powon gas depo 
as observers have reported. Apart trom Al-Ratutah Il 
Libya possesses more underground depots aca Try 
According to information oMained Py the Kenazen hen 
D team, powon gas is already being prac a 
laboratory scale at least. The annual capacity is | 000) 
metric tons of cach of the deadly wartate agents mustard 
gas and soman, as well as YO metric toms of sau 


The list of Al4Qadhdhati's suspected international 
helpers is long. Have some of the German businessmen 
outtncked the export control authorities’ For the ma 
in the Economics Ministry, they are all mmnocent 


LiPwa 


as ¥’e axccTlaInal 


{Hahn} German companies supplied proatucts | 
largely through other countnes and 
in legal proceedings no” knowing what the deliveries 
were ultimately used for 


[Schacter] Thus, they cannot be held responshce A 
company from Luenen. for cruampic. supplied tunne! 
mortisers, simular to a model that prowed successful in 
the construction of tunnacls for German suburban fast 
trains. A dust extraction plant was supplied Py an Essen 
firm, and a mining tan hy a company trom Witten 
Moreover, one should not forget the Large sumer 
of firms who, apart trom laser measuring devices 
testing apparatuses, and chemical suPstance. for moning 
supplied everyting that was on a list Compiled Py the 
infamous cover company of the LiPwan secret service 
Afenco. The following was strange 


| Hahn} Our ravestig ations have revealed that the compa 
mes cannot he accused of acting in a neghgen! manner 
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[Schaefer] Why should they have acted in a negligent 
manner’ The Bonn government behaved in an extraordi- 
nanily obliging way toward the Bonn company Elckluft 
anyway. The company’s specialists kept Al-Qadhdhafi's 
mr-traffic control in order during the Gulf war, in spite 
of close inks with NATO. They also supplied rada 
equipment made in Germany. What was nght for Elek- 
luft at the ume must be proper today, some of the man- 
agers who have became the subject of rumors may think 
today. 


Invesugabons were carmed oul in a sloppy way — in 
Frankfurt, for example, the center of the Libyan deals 
Suspected embargo breakers remained at large. Public 
prosecutors complained about a lack of cooperation 
on the part of the authorives. In the meanume, a- 


Qadhdhafi's secret srvice was busy ordering supplies 
for al-Rabutah Il. The Frankfurt-based Kurer service 


was also one of the allegedly unsuspecting companies. 
Just like the Kolb company near Frankfurt. it has 


gathered a great deal of experence in northern Africa 
and the Middle East, including Tripoli. At the end of the 
1980s, Kolb and Afenco discussed a tunnel project. The 
minutes of the meeung were drafted. Kolb apparently 
withdrew from the project in 1991, if one beheves what 
the letter to the German branch of Brnush partners of 
Kolb says. The Brush apparently went ahead with the 
tunnel project. Once more, the Economics Ministry did 


not discover any wrongdoing. 


{Hahn} Nothing has been proven. Thus, we have no 
information that supplies of this kind from the FRG have 
teached Taruna via this country or other roundabout 
ways. 


[Schaefer] Another embarrassing gaffe occurred during 
investigavions against a Prankfurt-based company where 
the Austrian Dr. Sauer, a top expert on the construction 
of tunnels, resided for many years and received Afenco 
agents. He is suspected of being a potential supplier 
of plans for Al-Rabitah Il. Sauer, who refused to talk 
im front of the television camera, also planned German 
tunnels. He had been warned before the investigators 
arrived. His office was empty. By fax, he now informed 
us of tus view of his activities in Libya. Quote: It 1s true 


that that we carned out some preliminary planning for 
projects in. Libya, as well as for an underground civilian 
depot. The ominous new plant mentioned by you 1s not 
known to us. Unquote. Sauer does not deny that he may 
have received $7,000 for tunnel drawings in Libya 


We also carried out investigations near Tripoli in the 
Tunisian border zone. Our informant, whom we met in 
the Libyan market. must remain unknown for security 
reasons He reported about German businessmen who 
enter the country via the Tunisian island of Jerha 
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They often use the road to Tmpoli, passing the Libyan 
money changers. Before, they meet with Al-Qadhdhafi's 
envoys im Uic luxury hotels in Jerba to determine — 
while playing golf. for example — how the embargo can 
be undermuned in the event of problematic delivenes 
Cement 1s needed form Al-Qadhdhafi's underground 
bunkers, for istance. Libyan trucks are queuing in 
from of the Tunisian cement factones. The border is 
pracucally open. Ani i 1s easy to hide the matenal that 
Al-Qadhdhafi needs for his porson gas plant under the 
cement bags. This 1s only one of numerous embargo- 
busting tncks. This might be a hot up-off for the 
Bonn export«<svol authonty. So far, the German 
invesugators have not exactly covered themselves with 
glory. Only on this way, Libyan secret service agents, 
including the Afenco agents, whose names are known 
to Kennzeschen D. were able to provide the required 
equpment for what is probably the most dangerous 
weapons factory in the third world directly in Germany. 
They may even have procured construcuon plans for Al- 
Ratutah Il here. This seems to be a dirty deal approved 
by Bonn. 


Germany: Poll Shows German Support for EMU 
Waning 

MS0205125696 London THE EUROPEAN in English 
2-8 May % pi 


[Exclusive report by Victor Smart on MORI poll 
conducted for THE EUROPEAN: “Most Germans Now 
Say ‘No’ to the Euro’) 

[FBIS Transcribed Text] The uphil! task facing Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl if he hopes to secure backing from 
the German public before merging the deutschmark into 
the single European currency has been underscored by 
an opimon poll for The European 


Conducted by Market and Opinion Research Interna- 
vonal (Mori), the poll reveals that support for German 
parucipation in monetary union has slipped by seven 
points in the past two years, with only 40 per cent of 
voters now happy to swap to the euro. 


This week the German leader, on a visit to London 
for talks with Pome Minister John Mayor. declared 
that had the German constitution made provision for 
national referendums he would ‘certainly not hesitate 
about employing it on the single currency” 


He added confidently: “If we had this kind of referen- 
dum the majonty of people who are well informed in 
our country would opt for it” 


Yet the latest survey reveals that if a vote were held 
today Koh! would face a decisive defeat. Two years ago. 
at the ume of The Europeans survey of 7.4) voters 
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across the continent, Germans hostile to sacrificing the 
deutschmark had a mere five per cent Icad over those 
in favour. 


This gap has widened to 12 per cent in the new 
poll, conducted on 30 April this year. The number of 
enthusiasts has dropped by five points to 40 per cent, 
while the proportion against has risen by two per cent. 


This depressing news for Kohl will be partially offset by 
the fact that support in France is holding fairly firm. The 
European’s survey shows that 67 per cent of voters hack 
monctary union, a two point advance over two years 
ago, while the opponents have nsen by four ports to 29 
per cent. The number of those undecided has slumped 
by Six points. 


The referendum issue has been brought to the fore- 
front of the argument over Britain's role in Europe 
by ube chalienge to Major's Conservative government 
presented by millionaire financier Sir James Goldsmith. 
Goldsmith has set up the Referendum Party specifically 
to Campaign on the issue in the forthcoming British gen- 
eral election. 


ht has set up such tensions in the government that 
there has even been speculation that Major may have 
to relinquish power to his deputy Michac! Heseltine if 
the party is given a drubbing in local elections on 2 
May. 


The poll findings make more crucial than ever the 
Brussels-backed campaign to explain and promote the 
euro ahead of the | January 1999 deadline for the irrevo- 
cable fixing of exchange rates between the deutschmark 
and other currencies. This is being co-ordinated at na- 
tional level in order to respect the varying national sen- 
sitvities involved. 


Even so the number of Germans favouring a United 
States of Europe with a federal government has shot up. 
albeit from a low base. In 1994 the idea was opposed 
by 67 per cent to 25 in favour. Today the figures are far 
closer at 45 per cent to 41 respectively. 
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Volker Rohweder, managing director of German pollster 
gdp Maria- und Meinungsumfragen, commenicd: “The 
polucal attstude towards Europe has become more 
positive in the last two years. There is not a lot of 
discussion against Europe 


Mon’s Robert Worcester added: “The German peopic 
are looking al a wider stage, clear thal if they move 
towards a federal Europe the German government will 
he in charge 


Meanwhile, a poll by the British newspaper THE SUN. 
reveals growing support in Britain for a United States 
of Europe. Backing has msen sharply to 27 per cent and 
opposiiion has declined to $7 per cent, a shift of 21 
pomts. Analysis say that voters are lining up behind a 
federal Europe because they see it as inevitabic 


Germany: Court Issues Ruling on Kurdish Asylum 
Entitlement 

AU0208125196 Berlin DIE WELT in German 

2 May % p2 
[Report by “fr: “No Automatic Asylum Enutiement | 
[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Federal Admunistrative 
Court has ruled that not every Kurd who comes trom 
the stricken provinces in south-castern Tukey has an 
automatic entitiement to asylum in Germany i he Court 
overruled two carler verdicts by the Upper Administra- 
trve Court of Schleswig whereby “collective persecu- 
tion” of the four million Kurds in the provinces con- 
cerned 1s foresecabic, and that this provides grounds 
for the granting of asylum. The Federal Administrative 
Court also took issue with the finding of the Schleswig 
court whereby asylum-seckers had no “domestic alter- 
native’ to flecing the country, in other words there was 
nowhere in Turkey where they could be safe from po- 
litical persecution and nowhere they could have run in 
that country. [passage omitted] 
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France: Daily Claims U.S. Photographed Nuclear 
Center 

AU030S065796 Paris AFP in Enelihs 

(647 GMT 3 May 9% 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, May 3 (AFP) — AUS 
spy plane took photographs of secret French military 
installations when it overfiew central France in March. 
the French daily LIBERATION reported Fnday quoting 
tehable French military sources. 


The U2 aircraft was wacked by French rada systems as 
it flew over the Valduc nuclear centre in central France, 
where parts of nuclear warheads are manufactured, 
LIBERATION quoted the sources as saying 


One mulitary official said the spy planc, which took off 
from the U.S. Fairham base in England and flew at an 
alutude of more than 20,000 metres (66,000 feet), could 
not have photographed anything that the U.S. Keyhole 
satellite could not already have detected. 


But other sources cited by LIBERATION sad the US. 
intelligence operation had picked up on a convoy which 
left the Valduc centre for an airbase at nearby Dijon- 
Longvic, where two Britush Royal Ai Force Hercules 
aircraft were subsequently loaded up before taking off 
for Britsa. 


The US. Ai Force said its aircraft only carry out 
operavonal flights in Europe over Bosnia, and that other 
sores were merely part of training programmes 


French authorities were loath to publicise the incxtent 
as a fleet of U2 spy planes have actually been based in 
southern France since the beginning of the year as part 
of France's closer tes with the military structure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). 


France: Defense Ministry on U.S. Spy Plane 
Accusation 


BROI0SO90096 Paris AFP in French 
0739 GMT 3 May % 


(FBIS Translated Text) Paris, } May (AFP) — The 
French Defense Ministry said on Priday [4 May] that 
“Ht was refusing to make accusations based on assump- 
vons rather than facts against France's allics based on 
a newspaper article, following the publication by LIB 
ERATION of information clarming that a U S. spy plane 
had taken photographs of sensitive military installations 


“We are refusing to make accusations based on assump- 
vons rather than facts against our allies that refer to a 
newspaper article contaming no clement of proof, the 
Ministry sand. 


In its Poday edinon LIBERATION clams that in March 
a U.S. U2 spy plane took off from the Fairham air base 
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in Great Britain and photographed sensitive military 
installations, im parucular the center of the Atomix 
Energy Commussanat (CEA) im Valduc (Cote-d'Or 
Department). the Dijon-Longvic aw base, and Leclerc 
tank testing ground at Roannac (Lowe Department) 


The Defense Ministry said in the first instance that uf 
the Amencans had wanted to take photographs from a 
U2 spy plane they would not have needed to take off 
trom England because several such aircraft of thes type 
are hased in Istres (Bouches-du-Rhone Department) 


Furthermore, it pointed out thal acnal photographs of 
CEA buildings or the Leclerc testing ground ate only 
of extremely limited interest 


Finally, the Defense Ministry insisted that the United 
States has cnough spy satellstes not to need to resort to 
using aicralt. 


France Blames U.S. for Failure of Telecom 
Deregulation Talks 

BROQOS 130296 Paris LE FIGARO (LE 
FIGARO-ECONOMIE Supplement) in French 
2 May % p3 


[Report by Laurent Mossu: “Telecommunications: Parts 
Blames Failure on United States | 


[FBIS Translated Text] “This is indeed a failure. even 
though i is a temporary one. Yves Galland did not 
mince words as the WTO decided to extend the talks 
on telecommunications deregulation until 1S February 
1997. In the absence of an agreement — which 
was hoped could he achieved unul the very eve of 
the 4) April deadline — the $3 countres that have 
been taking part in a difficull negotiation over the last 
two years chose to postpone the deadline unti! after 
the U.S. presidential clections. As pointed out by Sir 
Leon Brittan, “striking such a wide-ranging deal is 
very difficult while the Americans ae in an clectoral 
campaign 


While everyhody cise was domng them best to minimize 
the impact of thes failure, Yves Galland, French foreign 
trade minister, stressed that once again the United 
States has Mocked efforts to reach an international 
agreement. For the second time in less than a year, 
he sad, Washington has had second thoughts at the 
last minute 


The French munester had in mind the Americans’ refusal 
last June to take part in the deregulation of financial 
services. Faced with such an attitude on the part of 
the United States, one fatally starts to wonder about its 
conception of multilateralism Obviously, they Amer. 
cans do not share the Prench and European approaches. 





report may comtam copynghted matenal Copying and 
is prohebuted without permiason of the copynght owners 











FBIS-W EL -96-087 
3 May 1996 


Yves Galland says, hinting that the Americans would 
sull rather use a bilateral approach im order to impose 
thew own point of view and take full advantage of ther 
posilon of power 


insufficient Offers 

The French munster was also keen to poimt out thal 
Commussoncr Leon Bntian was cxcessively opumustic, 
following the quadrilateral Kobe mecung (United States, 


EU. Canada, and Japan) two weeks ago, in his apprarsal 
of the way the talks had heen going 


The United States suddenly adopted a hard-line posspon 
in Geneva catly this woek, starung with ncw conditions 
for as involvement. The Americans wanted to exclude 
the international iclocommunsic alons industry, including 
satclintes, and to retain the mght to turn down license 
apphcations from companies enjoying a monopoly in 
ther domestic market. In other words, France Telecom 
could have heen demed entry into the United States. 
Then, duc to ther partners’ uncompromising stance, the 
Amerncans changed strategies. Throwing out the baby 
with the hath watcr, they simply refused to enter into 
an agreement, duc to “lack of the indispensable critical 
mass — meaning that the offers on the table were just 
not sufficiently attractive to justify the opening of the 
U.S. market 


it was clear that America’s major telccommunications 
corporations had done some senous lobbying, leading to 
this change of tack on the part of the administration. In 
the midst of an oncrous electoral campaign, Bill Clinton 
could sot afford to disappomt them. Consequently, he 
chose to postpone the issue. 


Everything that mattered was safeguarded. Renato 
Ruggiero indicated, striving to appear confident in the 
face of adversity. For the WTO director geacral, avoid- 
ing a complete breakdown of the talks was essential in 
such a difficult context. He wews the decision to extend 
the negotiation period as a good one, as “it sll makes it 
possible to rmprove the deregulation offers.” Countries 
which had so far remained on the sidelines could be- 
come mvolved in the talks. Among others, South Africa 
imhcated that it intended to submit its own proposals 
soon. “We shal! do all we can to strike a deal next 
year, Yves Galland warned, for whom deregulating an 
industry worth over $S00 bilhon in annual sales is a 
(Tuctal ofective 
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Frame: Parts Against ‘Fucling Diplomatic 
Squal ble’ With US. 

BRO2OS 142296 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES 
in French 2 May 9 p %6 


(Report by Pascal Lacone: “Washington Clamms Pull 
‘“redu for Lebanon Cease-Fire”) 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Jacques Chirac, who had 
lunch with Israchi Prime Minister Stum'on Peres af the 
Elysee presidenual palace yesterday. douMiess men- 
uoned Washington's comments claiming full credu for 
the cease-fire agreement in Lebanon. “We have no in- 
tenvon of fuchng a diplomatic squathic. For us. what 
matters 1s the faci that the cease-fire is now mm force, 
sources close to the French presidency commeniod 
diplomatically. Shim'on Peres, who had stopped over 
in Pastis on his way back from Washington, adopicd 
a laudatory stance regarding France's role in south 
Lebanon. “1 am delighted with your country’s involve- 
ment in the effort to resolve the crisis between Syria. 
Lebanon, and Israci.” The prime munister of the He- 
brew state formally invited Jacques Chirac to visit |s- 
raci, probably before the end of the year. Further praise 
came from Butrus Butrus-Ghali. The UN secretary pgen- 
cral, who was also in Pans yesterday, commended this 
mayor success for French diplomacy in south Lebanon 
Ezrly in the afternoon, Peres left Pais for Jerusaicm 


[passage omutted] 


France: Arthuis Says Economy on Target for 
Monetary Union 

MS$3004121196 London FINANCIAL TIMES 
in English 30 Apr 96 p2 


[Report by Andrew Jack including an intervicw with 
French Economics Minister Jean Arthuis: “France W)!! 
Meet Maastricht Critena’ | 


[PBIS Transcribed Text) Paris — French growth ths 
year will cxceed current projections of 1.4 percent, 
while cuts mm public spending will continue, Mr Jean 
Arthuis, economies minister, said yesterday 


In an interview, he said the government was stil) c apahic 
of meeting the wms for monetary union enshrined in 
the Maastricht treaty of budget deficit of no more than 
3 percent of gross national product by 1997 

“The cap will be maimtained,” he declared 


He rejected suggestions that there was a need to modily 
the Maastricht criteria, despite an economic slowdown 
across much of Europe. including Germany. You do 
not try to Change the rules at the start of a Competition 


His comments came as the Bank of France. which 
is independent of the government in monetary polny 
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issued ms annual report warming of the aced for further 
controls on government speading and better control of 
the country s social security system. 


Mr Jean-Claude Trichet, the bank governor, who 
ugaed yesterday's report on behalf of the insutupon’s 
Monctary Polcy Council, said “curtahing unproductive 
spending was essential to achieve its objective of price 
staMlity 


The message appeared to be 19 lene arth a sumber of 
statements from the government im the past few days. 
During a regnonal tour of the country af the cad of last 
week, Presedent Jacgues Chirac warned of the seed for 
“dracoman” reductions in public spending over the ncxt 
two years to Oring public finances back into equilibnum. 


In an interview im the istest issue of LE POINT 
magazine, Prime Minister Alan Juppe also stressed his 
commitment to further budgetary mgour in preparabon 
for monctary union. 


Mr Trichet sand reduchons were necessary across the 
public sector, mnchuding central and local government 
and ‘public mmstiutons funded through quasi-taxes”. 
As a first step. he sand public spending needed to be 
brought down from its 1995 level of 54.8 percent of 
gross domestic product to below SO percent. 


The Monetary Poly Council has issued “a solemn 
warming to health care professionals, and to the union 
and management representatives of the social security 
system “to alert them to the fact that the past growth 
rate of social security expenditure 1s unsustainable”. 


Nevertheless, Mr Trichet argued that the bank's policies 
had led to lower inflation, a strong franc and rates of 
mtcrest which were at levels significantly lower than in 
many years. 


Mr Arthuis, who unveiled a senes of measures last 
Prday designed to make investment in France by 
foreign compames more simble and attracuve, warned 
against social dumping’ that at present takes place 
hetween countries and regions in thew attempts to attract 
business from abroad. 


He said he was working with other EU ministers on 
the idea of developing a ‘code of good conduct’ which 
would attemmt to reduce unfair distortions between those 
regions fighting to attract investors. 


BRO30S 101296 (inmernet) French Moustry of Foreign 
Affairs WWW in French 2 May 96 


[Daily press briefing by Forcagn Minustry Spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhard: to umdenufied journalists a the 
Foreagn Ministry in Pars on 2 May) 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt) (passage omustted) 
Yemen-Eritrea 


(Rummethardt) Yesterday we published the following 


this affair? 


Journalist] Will Saudi Arava pot sign as witness” 
[Rummethardt) No. not to my knowledge 
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Journalsst] Will the witnesses play a role in guaranice- 
ing sccurny Detween the two Countnes’ 
[Rummethardt| They will bx wrincsses of the two par- 
ues micnuon to settle this dispute which is scparal- 
ing them — sot opposing them — with the arbutravon 
mechanism. 


Journalist) Will France and the other witnesses hove a 
role on the ground’ 


{Rummeihardt| The agreement provides for there to he 
no resorting to force and the witnesses will he witnesses 
that there 1s no recourse to force 


Uournalsst] What will the witnesses do’ 


[Rummethardt] We cannot say more before the tex! is 
published. We wil! publish the text only when we know 
the date of the signature 


Journalist) Is Mr. Gutmann still on site’ 
{(Rummethardt} Mr. Gutmann returned this morning 


Journalist} Can you tell us what arturavon mechanism 
has been decided on’ 

[Rummethardi} No, | will talk about thi when the 
agreement has heen signed. 

Journalist] You were supposed to inform us when the 
agreement would be concluded. 


[Rummethardt} Yes, but | prefer to wait until i is 
signed 

(Journalist) Will the signing take place this month’ 
[Rummethardt} As soon as possible, it is really a 
question of availability in people's umetabies. | hope 


that « will be signed in May, but I do not have an exact 
date 


Journalist} Why was France chosen’ 


[Rummethardt} By Eritrea and Yemen? | think that that 
is an interesting question to ask Erurea and Yemen. 


(Journalist) Is France ready to contribute to security in 
the contested area with its troops in Dy bout” 


{[Rummethardt} France, as it has demonstrated with Mr 
Gutmann's mission, is ready to help toward efforts by 
the two countrnes to settle thew differences in another 
way than by force. 
(Journalist) On sie’ 


(Rummethardt} It is ready to help the tWe parties 
involved to settle thew dispute in a peaceful manner. 


{Journalist} Was the situation senous? 


[Rummethardt! Yes. it was a serious situation. hecause 
if «t had led to an armed confrontation, it was an armed 
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confrontation im the wlands um the south of the Red Seca 
Hence, if there had been 2 Conflict. tus sstusvon would 
have hindered waffic and transportation im the Rod Sca 
This would have been a Conflact in a sensitive region 


Journalist] What 1s the sca wall im thes wea’ Chl 
tankers’ 


[Rummethardt) Oil tankers, yes. But there are all the 
boats which pass through the Red Seca that «6 which 
pass through the Sucz Canal. part from local sea traffic 


Journalist] Why was the International Court of Justice 
not called in 


[Rummeihardt) Wait to see the text of the agreement 
What | am telling you ts that there ts a agreement which 
1s to De signed and that ut wall be made publ only a 
the ume of signing and that (us agreement contains 
two clements among others. The two fundamental 
clements ac, onc, the non-recourse to force and, two 
the principle of an artutrated solution 


Journalist] Is there a military pari to the agreement’ 


[Rummeihardt) | am sot telling you what there 1s in the 
agreement, cxcepi for these two things. | have nothing 
to add. 


Journalist] Why did the United Nations call on France’ 
Did it feel incapable of resolving this conflict’ 


[Rummethardt| This meant that its judgment was good 
and that France could reach a situation im which this 
confrontation would not be settled by force 


Journalist] What influence does France have im this 
region” 

[Rummethardt) lt is an influence which may surprise 
you but which does not surprise me, that France is 


recognized as a player in a position to aveond conflicts, 
tO appease tensions... 


{Journalist} What links does mu have with these two 
countries” 


{Rummethardt| They are two friendly countres 


Journalist} How many French troops are there in 
Dyibout” 

{[Rummeihardi) Several thousand. about 4,000. It 1s the 
home port for the French force on the Indian Ocean We 


have warships there. and these men are by definition 
often at sca. 


(Journalist) Is this an important base for Prance”’ 
[Rummethardt) Yes. it 1s. [passage omitted other topics! 
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Uournalist] How is work proceeding on sctung up the 
momitonng Commuttee for the Israch-Lebanese peace” 


(Rummethardt)} We are having exchanges woth our part- 
ners. | told you on Tucsday (30 April). with regard to the 
imerview between Mr. de Charette and Mrs. Albright 
that @e discussion had focused on the implementavon 
of the wrangement relating to the Israch-Lebanese cn- 
ss of 26 April on which the Americans and the Preach 


Vournalist]} The Unneo States said that France spoiled 
the show 


(Rummeihard) | refer you w the comments made by 
Mr. de Charette on Monday evening [29 April). 


UVournalist} Does France share the Israch prime munis- 
texs optmon that France, like Israci, attaches importance 
to Lebanese sovereignty. 


[Rummethardt} France is obviously concerned for the 
independence, the sovereignty. and territonal integrity 
of Lebanon. 


Uournalist] Yes, but do you believe that this also apphes 
to israel? 


[Rummethardt} | have not judgment to make on the 
statements by the leracli prime munister. You know our 
position, that is we support Lebanon's independence 
and sovereignty within its internabonally recogmzed 
borders. If others share our viewpoint, we can only be 
pleased. But that is the posivon of Prance. 


Journalist} Will Mr. ‘Arafat be visiting Paris shorily’ 
[Rummelhardi} 1 do not know. You must ask the 
Palestine representation in Paris. 
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(Journalest] If Mir. “Arafat comes to Pars. well you not 
be informed” 


(Rummethardt} Yes. we will but | em oot Mr. Arafat's 
spokesman 


Journalist] Have you any Comment to make on Mr 
Peres's statements that a Hishballah commando has 
supposedly been arrested on France’ 


[Rumumethardt} If an attack has heen fooled. ut will have 
been foiled by the Preach police. | suggest that you ask 
them 


Journalit} There has been a demal “Py the Preach 
authorises. 


[Rummethardt} There you ac. bul not by the Foreign 
Ministry. We are very ative. © Many wees bul 
normal Cucumstances if ms sot we who fol stacks 


atiempts in France 


(Journalist) Have contacts moved forward on the setting 
up of the monitoring commuttee’ When do you think 
you will be ready” 


[Rummethard!} Mr. de Charette indicated dunng he 
press conference that he hoped thal the mechannm 
would be im place rapidly. We are hoping that thu 
commutier, this monitoring group will get down to work 
rapidly. That is our desire and i 1s toward this that we 


are working 


Journalist} Can you give us any details on Prance’s 
ideas’ 


[Rummethardt| We are in discussing them 
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Italy: Editorial Critcizes US. WTO Telecom Stance 


BRO20S135096 Milan IL SOLE-24 ORE in hhalian 
I Mav % po 


(Binonal: “Telecom: US. Response”) 


(PBIS Translated Text] Aficr World Wa Il « was 
precisely the Amerncans who DMocked the establishment 
of the mmternabonal trade orgamzation thal was supposed 
© complete the Bretton Woods plan on the trade front. 
Aad yet wn its 47 years of cxsstence, GATT, which has 
al ways remained af the bevel of a provissonal agreement, 
has succeeded mm averting resurgence of protecbcnism 
and ensured the stcady collapse of trade barners, which 
has gone hand mm hand with the growth of world trade. 


These results should have persuaded the United States 
to strongly support the establishment of the World Trade 
Organizations, which insicad was accepted with diffi- 
culty, perceived as entailing a loss of its own nabonal 
sovereignty. This, without forgetung the long battle 
waged with Europe for ‘control of the first dwector 
gencralship of the WTO. Ther. in little over a yea, 
Washington dealt several iows to the new instituvon's 
croditilay. The “car wars” with Tokyo were resolved 
bilaterally. The Americans stood aloof over the issue of 
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financial services last July. Dy wothdraw ag thew offers 
of deregulabon. Aad sow over telecommuni aions they 
have followed the same scruypt. arguing thal the Commut- 
meats to Gerestncuios from the rest of the world were 
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u SWITZERLAND 
Switzerland: President Considers Joining NATO's 

PFP 

AU0205144296 Paris AFP in English 

1421 GMT 2 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Bern, May 2 (AFP) — Switzer- 
land, renowned for its staunch neutrality in strategic 
matters, could join NATO's Partnership for Peace [PFP] 
program by the end of this year, Swiss President Jean- 
Pascal Delamuraz has said. 


Whether it does so or not will depend on how strongly 
Swiss public opinion sticks to its traditional distaste for 
alliances, he told foreign reporters in Bern, the Swiss 
capital, Wednesday [2 May]. 

“I chunk it ts conceivable ... that people are increasingly 
receptive to the idea of taking part in the Partnership 
for Peace before the end of the year.” said Delamuraz. 
who is also Switzerland's economy minister. 

But he did not deny that the Swiss — who ae 
conservative when it comes to foreign affairs — could 
reject the Partnership for Peace, having already voted 
against membership in the European Union. 
Switzerland has even rejected UN membership — it 
last held a referendum on the question in 1986 — even 
though it is second home to the United Nations and 
headquarters for many of its key agencies. 
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Partnership for Peace. initiated by the United States at 
the end of the Cold War as a meeting point for NATO 
members and former Soviet Bloc states, already includes 
such neutral European nations as Sweden, Austria and 
Finland. 


Being a part of the partnership would not mean be- 
coming a full member of the North Auiaatic Treaty Or- 
ganization or Committing its armed forces to NATO's 
U.S.-led command. 


U.S. Defense Secretary William Perry invited Switzer- 
land to reconsider its long-running policy of neutrality 
at the beginning of the year in order for i to join Pan- 
nership for Peace. 


Swiss Defense Minister Adolf Og: replied that he hoped 
to be able to give a positive response when he visits 
Washington later this year. 


Delamuraz said the issue was one of capital importance 
for Switzerland with regards to its “solidanty” with the 


rest of Europe. 


“The political situation in Europe today should lead us to 


regard this partnership as a step” towards greater Swiss 
involvement in Europe's security, he said. 
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Finland 
Finland: Chinese Eavoy Links Relations to Report 
on Taiwan 


LDO0205165296 Helsinki Suomen Yieisradio Network 
in Finnish 0500 GMT 2 May 96 


jf BIS Translated Text] The Chinese ambassador to 
Finland has linked the relations between Finland and 


The Chinese ambassador to Finland hinted that there 
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financially. It has a population of 2! millon people who 
have the right to be represented in UN organizations 


(Juselius} In what way did the Chinese ambassador to 
Finland intervene in this maticr? 

{Laurila} Merely in talks where we were not quite alone 
but where a few other people were also present. He yust 
tried to hint that hopefully the faci that | am drafting 
such a report will not cause any harm to President 
Ahtisaari’s visit to China. 


[Juselius) Ritva Laurila has not learned of any problems 
that the Taiwan report might have caused for the 
president's visit to China. However, there has been one 
difficulty in public, whether it is linked to the report 
or not. The Finnish and Chinese justice ministries were 
due to sign a cooperation agreement dunng the visit in 
April. The signing was postponed unt! September and 
for some reason President Ahtisaari thought 1 necessary 
during the visit in China to apologize on behalf of the 
Finns for the postponement. [end recording} 


Sweden 


Sweden: Hjelm-Wallen Views Baltic Security 


BRO30S091296 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 2 May 96 p4 


[Article by Swedish Foreign Minister Lena Hyclm- 
Wallen: “Nordic Countries Alone Cannot Give Balts 
Necessary Security” ] 

(FBIS Translated Text] Questions about the Baluc 
region and Russia have been at the forefront of Swedish 
foreign policy all through the 1990's. Since the Social 
Democrats have taken over government responsibility in 
1994, a major task in Swedish policy has been to help 
the Baltic states enter the EU. The reason behind this 
policy has been the understanding thai only by getung 
involved into the maturing European cooperation the 
Baltic states can get their legitimate security interests 
sausfied. 


When | visited the Baluc region — | was in Tallinn 
already on my first foreign travel as Sweden's foreign 
minister — it struck me that we Swodes sometimes 
have difficulties to understand the depth of the Baluc 
states’ need for security, prompted by half a century 
of occupation and nourished by the coexistence with 


a big power neighbor whose intentions they feel very 
uncertain about. 


Mutual Respect 


The Baltic states have come to the conclusion that they 
want to seek security by jorning the EU's economic and 
politcal cooperation and NATO's military cooperation 
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Just like our own choice to join the EU but stay 
mulitarily nonaligned, such a momentous choice has its 
roots in history and proper experience. It is important 
that we show mutual respect for each other's choices. 
Work on Several Fronts 


We are working for EU membership for the Baluc states 
on several fronts: 


— by explaining the requirements thal are made on new 
members, 


Baluc states to joi the EU, such as an incomplete 


these skeptics: We do not demand 
Jeund sa eeytody be mead by De Sane 


for all member states in a crisis situation. 


At the EU summit in Madrid last December Sweden 
succeeded in gaining support for the idea that all ap- 
plicant countnes should be treated equally in preparing 
enlargement. 

Negotiations will begin within six months after the 
EU's Intergovernmental Conference has ended, that is, 
probably in late 1997 or early 1998. 


Joint Start of Negotiations 
Now we must go on and make a decision about a joint 


countries will conclude the negotiations at same 
ume. Some will be better prepared and will be able 
to proceed faster than others. 
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I believe that once and for all we mus! come to terms 
with the heritage from a divided Europe. We are senous 
about our recommendation of a security order that 
includes all European states. We must also look at 
the question of the Baluc states’ EU membership trom 
that perspective. The basis for lasung security will be 


built through frequent poliucal, ecconomuc, and cultural 
relations and through close international contacts 


Obviously Sweden will not participate in the decision 
on NATO enlargement. However, we should try to con- 
vince the organization's member states that 1 1s umpor- 
tant how the planned NATO enlargement ts carned out 
Enlargement must not take place at the expense neither 
of the security of the states which for the time being end 
up outside NATO, nor of the security of those states 
which do not wish membership. Also these states must 


be allowed to participate in expanded cooperation with 
NATO. 


Want To Take Their Share of Responsibility 


In this context I would like to especially highlight 
the Parinership for Peace with its jornt exercises for 
new peacekeeping tasks. But exercises are not cnough 
Despite their limited military resources the Baltic states 
want to take their share of responsibility for peace and 
security in Europe. They are demonstrating this by their 


participation in the peacekeeping force in Bosnia 


Regional cooperation with the Baluc countries plays an 
important role in the web of cooperation with other 
European states to which we want to tie the Balt 
countries. What makes it unique is that i includes 
both Russia and the Baltic states. Poland and Germany 
participate. This cooperation has a confidence building 
dimension and is an important complement to other 


forms of European cooperation. 
Important Contribution 


Regional cooperation needs time to bear fruit. It makes 
an important contribuuon to the fight against he com- 
mon problems of the states at the mm of the Baluic Sea. 
like organized crime, smuggling. refugee flows, envi- 
ronmental threats, safety at sca, and nuclear safety. Al 
this week's meeting in Vishy with the heads of govern- 
ment of the Baltic Sea states, for which [former Swedish 
Prime Minister] Ingvar Carlsson took the inmtative, we 
hope to be able to take a step forward. among other 


things, regarding Cooperation on these problems 


This is how we carry out our patent work to be 
the Baltic states to different European cooperation 
structures. 
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But that is not the whole picture. A major pari of 
our cooperation with individual Baluc states will also 
facilitate their integration into European cooperation. 


Wide-Ranging Area 


This is true for efforts in a wide-ranging area: the 
contributions to build up central functions like police, 
customs, coast guard, and border patrols, the effort to 
build up a Baltic peacekeeping battalion, the removal of 
mines in Estonian waters in which the Swedish Navy is 
assisting for the second year in a row, and our support 
for the integration of the Russian-speaking population 
in Estonia and Latvia. 

ht also includes contributions to the Estonian immigra- 
tion authority, to teach Estonian and Latvian to those 
Russians who want to become citizens in their new 
countries, and to Russian culture and Russian media in 
Through a generous policy vis-a-vis Russians and other 
ethnic groups Estonia and Latvia can make their own 
contribution to stability in the area and lay a good 
foundation for their EU membership. 


Of course, here we should also mention our support for 
the economic and social development and for a better 
environment in the Baltic states. 

This is how the threads in our policy come together in 
this main task — to help weaving in the Baluc states 
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in the new patterns of cooperation and security which 
now are developing in Europe. 

Russia Must Contribute 


But no more than before can Sweden alone succes*fully 
tackle the task that we have taken on. Russia must make 
its contribution through a farsighted policy vis-a-vis its 
Baltic neighbors. 

If Russia pursues a constructive policy, it will be easier 
to avoid locked positions and to work for generous 
treaiment of the Russian-speaking inhabitants. And, 
reversely, it is true that in a harsh and inflexible climate 
between Russia and its neighbors it will be possible [as 
published] to build up the trustful cooperation in the 
region that the Russian leaders have assured me thal 
they want. 


Nor can we tackle our task successfully without substan- 
ual contribuuons from the United States and Canada and 
from other European countries, inside and outside the 
EU. The idea that Sweden and the other Nordic coun- 
tnes alone would be abie to give the Baltic states the 
security they need has nothing to do with reality. Nor 
does it have any support in the Baltic countries. 


Responsibility for security in the new Europe neither 
could nor should be divided up. We must all take on 
this responsibility together. 
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Greece: Spokesman on U.S. Terrorism Report 


NC0205 183896 Athens Elliniki a Radio 
Network in Greek 1700 GMT 2 May 96 


(FBiIS Translated Text] The government is not aware 
of the existence of any plan by Richard Holbrooke 
regarding the Acgean and which aims to limit the 
mcrease of Greece's sovereign rights in the Aegean. 
This was said by government spokesman Dhimutrios 
Reppas in reply to a question on an article on the maticr 
by the newspaper ELEVTHEROTIPIA. Reppas stressed 
that newher the current nor the previous 

were aware of such plan regarding the Acgean. 


The government spokesman hinted at the Greek Gov- 
ernment’s displeasure concerning a point of the US. 
State Department's regarding terrorism. Reppas said: 
The State Department adopts unproved Turkish claims 
that Greece tolerates terrorist actions by the Workers 
Party of Kurdistan (PKK). 


Greece: Pangalos Visits YEEF, Comments on 
Defense Cooperation 

NC0205172596 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporanon Radio Network in Greek 

1600 GMT 2 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Greek Foreign Minister Theod- 
horos Pangalos said Cyprus-Greece defense coopera- 
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uuon must be speeded up, so that a defense capabulity 1s 
formed, for Cyprus, that will enable it to resist against 
any attack. Pangalos made this statement following his 
briefing at YEEF [National Guard General Staff] this 
afternoon, which he described as valuable. He said they 
reached important conclusions reached and agreed on 
the need to continue efforts concerning the unified de- 
fense doctrine. 


Asked whether the Greek Government is satisfied with 
the course of the doctrine, Pangalos replied that there 
have been positive developments but thai perhaps 
greater efforts should be made. 


Asked about the Israel-Turkey agreement as well, Pan- 
galos said Isracl has assured thal the agreement is not 
against Greece or Cyprus. Pangalos stressed: For as long 
as the current situation in Cyprus continues, Greece 
must defend itself by creating, both through alliances 
and through its own efforts, the conditions it needs. 
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Turkey: Demirel Views Current Situation, 
Regime's Functions 


NC0205163496 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
1 May 96 p 16 


{Report by Kamuran Zeren: “Hint of a Coup”) 


[FBIS Translated Text) Antalya — President Suleyman 
Demirel broke his silence and made interesting discio- 
sures on the third day of the religious festival. Hc ha! 
breakfast with several journalists at his villa at the Alda 
vacation resort yesterday. He frequently pointed to the 
importance of maintaining the funcuons of the regime 
and the state and noted: “The state does not consist of 
the government alone.” 


Asked to comment on why the government has focused 
on irregularities insicad of moving to carry oul its 
executive duties, Demirel said: “A person is innocent 
uatil proven guilty. If allegations have been made, those 
who made them must prove the clarms. Meanwhile, | 
must stress that | am not trying to say that those who 
have made allegations are right. Nor am | trying to say 
that the person who is their target is right. My duty is 
to supervise the maintaining of the regime.” 


The questions were put to Demirel, and his answers, are 
as follows: 


There Will Not Be Early Elections 


{Question} Do you think there may be clections before 
the end of 19967 


[Demirel] No, I do not. Of course, conditions may make 
elections unavoidable. However, there 1s nothing to fear. 
A deadlock must not be created in the country. That is 
important. If we must choose between “elections and 
deadlock,” we cannot choose the latter. Elections can be 
held if the necessary conditions are created. However, 
we have to try to maintain the existing system. A 
similar situation will emerge if clections are held. The 
representatives of mas: political pares will be elected 
to the parliament “ve will again try to have the system 
function. A government has been established. It has 
secured the Turkish Grand National Assembly's vote of 
confideace. | want to stress thal creating a vacuum by 
dissolving the parliament and removing the government 
will be meaningless. Turkey oceds stability. Those who 
do not approve of the way the government operaics 
must criticize it. They must carry out their duties in the 
parliament. However, any activity that might weaken the 
people's confidence in the state and the regime must be 
avoided. I have said that as head of state of this country. 
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Can Mesut Yilmaz Be Elected President? 


(Question) Is it true that you ate preparing Prime 
Munister Mesut Yilmaz to replace you as president when 
the ume comes? 


[Demirel] I have another four years to serve as president. 
Commenting on the tasks that will be assigned to 
officials four years from now is impossible. | must stress 
that the parliament clects the president. That is what 
mur Constitution calls for. Thus, | think making plans or 
drawing up scenarios for something that will take place 
in four years’ time is unnecessary. It will be in vain. 
[Quesuon' Commenung on the motions that have been 
submitted to the National Assembly against her, Truc 
Path Party lcader Tansu Ciller has said: “Motions 
were submitted against Suleyman Demure! in the past. 
However, he is now president” Can you assess her 
| at? 

[Demirel] Yes, | can. However, | think I should avoid 
commenting on her approach because I do not want to 
create a problem while trying to clarify something that 
concerns me. My position and responsibilives require 
this. 


Ciller Is Not the First 


[Question] Were motions against you submutied to the 
National Assembly in the past? 
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{Quesuon} You have said that the regime 1s funcuonng. 
Thea, what ts the problem that has affected us? 


[Demirel] Do not be affected’ That is what I want to 
say. Yes, Turkey has problems. A crisis will exist if 
problems are related to the political regime, or if they 
have been created by it. Meanwhile, | want to stress 
that developments occur in every cra They have to 
be resolved. There will be no problem if an effort is 
made to resolve them. There will be a crisis if the 


pages for six years. So, let us not turn back the clock. 


Turkey: Greek Denies Turkey Entry; NATO 
Exercise Cancelled 


TA0205183996 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1700 GMT 2 May % 


{(FBIS Translated Excerpt} Greece has refused entry to 
Turkish units to participate in NATO's Ardent Ground- 
96 exercises to be held in the region north of Salonika in 
June. NATO, therefore, decided to hold these exercises 


in Turkey in September. [passage omitted] 


Officials of the Chief of the General's Staff's Office 
expressed the following views in reaction to the Greek 
attutude: Greece cannot bear to see either Turkish 
military personnel or a Turkish unit on its territory. 
Moreover, its attitude concerning the NATO exercises 
demonstrates that Greece is exploiting every opportunity 
to transport Turkish-Greek problems to the NATO 
platform, thus putting the NATO authorities in a difficult 
position. 


Turkey regards such exercises as opportunities for 
developing bilateral relations and would be pleased to 


participate in the NATO exercises in Greece and to have 
Greek units participate in NATO exercises in Turkey. 
ht was on the basis of this understanding that Turkey 
approved Greece's return to NATO's military wing in 
19R0. 


In addition to causing a deterioration in Turkish-Greek 
relations, this negauve Greek altitude 1s resuluung in the 
last- minute cancellation of the NATO exercises, which 
are planned within the framework of 4 long process. In 
other words, the exercises that were to be conducted 
in Greece turn into losses. Moreover, this negative 
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Greek stand toward Turkish unis and personnel makes 
it essenual that the mulunavonal headguatiers NATO is 
planning to establish in the southern region be deployed 
outside Greek territory. 


Turkey: Egypt's Masa Offers To Mediate in 
Dispute With Syria 
TA020S8171796 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1605 GMT 2 May % 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Ankara (AA) — In a news 
conference in Ankara today, Egypuan Foreign Minister 


sated that there are close tes Petwoen Syria and his 


Pointing out that Turkish-Egyptian relations couk! be 
further improved, Musa remarked that his talks in 
Ankara were fruitful. 


The Egypuan foreign minister declared that his country 
wants to Continue its good relations with Turkey and 
added: “We welcome Turkey's positive contributions to 
a balanced peace in the Middic East.” 


Noting that the Palestunian question constitutes the focal 
point of the Arab-Israch conflict, Musa sand that the 
mutually satisfactory soluvion of this problem will 
climinate a great obstacle and bring about lasting peace 
in the region.” 


Musa stated that Isracl should a be a country that 
cooperates with the countnes in the region and coexists 
with them. He declared: “We are interested in a balanced 
peace with Isracl 


In reply to a question on the existence of opponents of 
peace in the region, Musa responded: Peace always has 
enemies, bul we must resolve our differences through 
negotiations and by peaceful means. 
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